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Our Mission Statement

The SSJ Neighborhood Network sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Northwestern Pennsylvania provides leadership, advocates for 

local residents and partners with the broader community to develop 
opportunities for both personal growth and neighborhood revitalization.

Revitalizing a Neighborhood
Empowering its People

Innovation Nation:  On the Cover

The SSJ Neighborhood Network started a mural art program this year 
thanks to the support of the The Erie Women’s  

Fund, PNC Bank and Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority.  The 
front cover of our Annual Report is the mural located on the corner of 

18th and Cherry.  The mural project works with at-risk children teaching 
the difference between art and graffiti vandalism and resulted in 3 new 

murals in 2012.  We will paint at least 4 more murals this year.



Welcome 2013, Ready, Set, Go!

As we say adieu to 2012 we look forward to 2013 with the spirit of our Charism of Unity of Neighbor with Neighbor and Neighbor with God.  As 
we reflect on the work accomplished in the last year we can think of no better “mentor” than that of Saint Joseph who God entrusted with ensuring 
the survival of hope.  There are many themes we can connect to our namesake and the work being accomplished in Little Italy:  Carpenter, 
Teacher, Protector, Provider, Mentor, and Believer in Hope just to mention a few.  

As we reflect on our Technicolor Dream Coat of 2012 we have filled our patchwork swatches with the color of hope.  
The carpenter in us has created new revitalization efforts geared to preserve and rebuild.  The teacher in us has provided 
educational and cultural opportunities for children living in poverty.  The protector in us has instituted projects to 
ensure the safety and well being of our neighborhood.  The provider in us has offered emergency services, a safe 
place for those in need, affordable housing and programs to welcome our New Americans.  The mentor in us has 
offered opportunities for personal growth for children and adults.  The believer in us has helped us join with our 
community to work towards peace.

Some highlights:
77 children received programming     1 Housing rehabilitation underway
2 new home owners (Genesis Project)    15 people provided affordable housing
24 flag banners installed on West 18th Street    8 Facade improvements completed
5 urban art park benches created      3 new murals created
600 people provided advocacy and empowerment   5000 hot meals served
14 Manufacturing Firms joined the Little Italy Business Forum 2 Community Gardens with 26 raised beds
39 Landlords have joined the Little Italy Landlord Association 50 community gardeners!
8 mothers educated through “Time Out for Moms”

Thank you for believing in our mission and helping our dreams of a better world come true.  Throughout this publication flows artwork created by 
the children of the center.  We hope you enjoy the blossoming talent!  We are eternally grateful for your support and hope you enjoy seeing the many 
colors of change in Little Italy.

Sincerely,  



Carpenter.....
During the harsh months of winter in Erie, it is hard to envision going without the comforts of a home. One family who truly has lived without such 
amenities, and who with the help of SSJNN has recently come into home ownership – Tek and Kunti Shibakoti.

Through the Genesis Home Program, which prepares families for home ownership, both Tek and his nephew Bishnu have achieved the American 
dream of owning a home. The program, supervised by Wally Brown and Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, begins with a dedicated and disciplined family renting an 
apartment owned by SSJNN. With SSJNN’s frequent mentoring and referrals of support to the GECAC Family Savings Program, Marquette Savings 
Bank, and HANDS, the family is assisted in setting and achieving financial savings goals. The Genesis Home Program rents to a family for one to 
two years. If the family decides to buy a home in Little Italy they are eligible for a $1200 grant. Each month for one year, $100 of the tenant’s rent is 
placed in an escrow account which is available to those families choosing to become home owners in the area.

Tek’s journey began in the refugee camps of Nepal.  He said one of the main reasons for staying focused on this goal is because “I have been home-
less since before this house – for the past 25 years.” Looking back on his memories of the camp, Tek tells of rain coming in through the tarp acting 
as a roof while trying to sleep, and he now says he is thankful for the roof over his head in the U.S. “It’s a dream, and my dream came true.”  While 
Tek says other refugee families he knows have viewed homes in areas such as Millcreek and Fairview, he says he picked this area “because actually 
we need to develop this Little Italy area…we all must make the neighborhood better.” Speaking of other trying times in his life, such as caring for ill 

parents, whom now reside with Tek, Kunti, and their two children, 
he added that he never gives up. “We shouldn’t run away from the 
problem – we should find out how to get past the problem.”

Extremely focused and hard-working, Tek explained some of his 
other goals, such as obtaining his GED (which he is presently 
studying toward), getting a better job, and having his U.S. citizen-
ship by 2016. “But not only a citizen,” he quickly adds, “a re-
sponsible citizen.” He is also quick to tell with a smile, “I have no 
words for the support of Kunti – I really want to meet her in my 
next life.  I can do these things and have these goals because of 
the moral support of her…she manages so many things at home…
the bills, cooking, children.”

Tek said some of his relatives and friends also want to move into 
the area – and he tells them of Wally “my brother”, and Sister 
Phyllis – “They are really, really good people…Their helping 
hands are always open to us…And they are helping all in the 
area.” 



teacher.....
A Conversation between Sister Carol Wilcox and Amya, one of her long time stu-
dents, Part One:

Amya interviewing Sister Carol and her responses:
What made you come here and work here? “Well, the Sisters wanted to be a pres-
ence in this area…and Sr. Mary and I volunteered to start this up. That was in 2000, 
and we went all around the neighborhood getting to know everyone. 2000! The same 
year that you were born, Amya! (a hearty laugh) That’s when we started Neighbor-
hood Network.”

Did you guys have to pay for this?  “Yes. Yes, of course. It was a house, so we re-
modeled, and painted and fixed rooms – all of those things you do to a house.”

Do you like spending most of your time with kids?  “Yes, I love spending time with 
kids. I have for many years.”

What is it like when you see someone smile at you because you did something 
good for them?  “Well, what is it like when you make someone smile? (Amya: “It 
makes me feel good inside.”) Yes, that’s right. It’s wonderful. It makes you feel good 
inside, yes.”  

What has it been like to be a Sister? Did you always want to be one?  “It has been a journey. I knew in 6th grade. I thought about it in 6th grade 
and in high school. The sisters were my teachers in Bradford. I was going to go to college, but I didn’t – I enrolled with the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
… I remember walking home with my girl friend in 6th grade and she bet me ten dollars that I wouldn’t become a sister. (Amya: What happened with 
the ten dollars?) (laughing) Well, nothing – I don’t know – that was a long time ago!”

Were you a good kid?  “Yes. (laughing) I was a very good kid. I used to read all the time, for example I read all the Nancy Drew books, every single 
one of them. Also, we played outside all the time…and we did not have any TV – not any – until I was in 6th grade, and then we got one but it was 
black and white. And we had never heard of a computer, Nook, Kindle, iPod – we never even knew these words (Amya wide-eyed) because these 
things didn’t exist.”

Was college a great journey?  “It was a long journey. See, we taught school first, then we went to class, and then we came home and had dinner, so 
it made for a long day. But that was way back in the days, as they say.”

What’s going on in your life now?  “Well, lots of things, like the Time Out for Moms group, mentoring, the soup kitchen that you help at, and some 
other things here. But the program I had to give up here was the children’s program – because children need a lot of energy, and I don’t have the same 
energy of a young person.”



Part two of a conversation between Sister Carol and Amya, Sister Carol interviewing Amya:

What makes you happy?
“Well, seeing a smile on my family’s face – seeing that they aren’t mad or angry or sad or anything – that makes me smile.

What is easiest and hardest for you in school?
“Easiest? Easiest is probably reading. Because our teacher explains it really well. And she tells us about things like refugees and immigrants, and you can 
read about anything that’s interesting to you. Hardest right now is math and social studies…but it depends on the year.”

What do you want to become?
“I think I’d like to become either a singer, actor, model, or teacher…maybe for kids my age or 
older. I thought about being a teacher because I’ve been teaching Lala (younger sister) for a long 
time. Like she didn’t know her colors, numbers, or shapes when she was in preschool – but now 
she does.”

What is someone or some thing that inspires you? 
“Well, Barack Obama being elected – watching that and seeing how far he’s come – that inspires 
me. … Also, Rosa Parks. (Sister: Why Rosa? Do you know what she did?) She stood up for 
herself, like when she had to sit in the back of the bus. I think that she was really brave – that she 
had courage. (Sister: Yes, she was a strong, courageous woman – and that is inspiring.)”

What is it that you like about Neighborhood Network?
“I don’t miss a day. …I went to Trinity, but there are so many kids there, and Trinity is just differ-
ent than here. Well you guys do a lot of nice things here to help me, or at Christmastime. And you 
guys listen, and you let us be ourselves here. Plus you guys got me that tutor for math, and Rosie, 
my mentor. That is pretty cool.”

What is your hope for the future?
“I hope that I don’t lose any more people in my life.” (Amya talks about her uncle who died sud-
denly in the fall, and others.)

What’s going on in your life now?
“Well I’m just trying to get through school this year…so I can get to middle school and so I can 
graduate from high school. (Sister: Yes, to graduate! That’s your goal. …But remember that each 
and every day is a gift – so don’t just try to get through the day, Amya – each day is a present.)”

protector....



Mentor...

Anyone who has interacted with sixth-grader Tabby at SSJNN is familiar with her positive attitude and 
unwavering good manners. With poise and vocabulary beyond her years she describes how her own 
experiences have taught her about kindness and standing up for others.

About two years ago Tabby and her brother started coming to SSJNN because they saw the commu-
nity garden and wanted to get involved. But since then she has become a part of several after school 
programs “because I like to know a lot of people and this helps me with that,” she said. “And I like 
to see how a lot of personalities can come into one place and not be judged.”

Judgment, is something that has been all too familiar to her at school. “Last year I was bullied a lot 
by this one group of girls. It wasn’t until this year that I got to liking school.” Now Tabby says that 
she and her friends stand up for themselves and others at school. “It really hurts me to see others 
being picked on because I know what they’re going through and I didn’t like it one bit.” Now, she 
said, “We don’t keep it a secret anymore. We stand up for ourselves. We tell adults about 
things and tell bullies to stop it.” 

Tabby said middle school is “so much different than what you see on TV or 
read in books.” As for the shyness that she said bullies brought on her 
because of how she looked, she has replaced it with kindness in her 
words and actions. “When you’re kind to someone it can boost their 
self-esteem – which is something people want – no, something 
people need to have.” 

In school and in the neighborhood, this young lady is exemplary 
to others with her kindness and respect.  “We’re all human be-
ings and all here together – to help each other out – not work 
against each other.”

TABBY’S WAY.....



Provider....
Volunteer Spotlight

As you walk through the year with us hopefully 
you have noticed the beautiful artwork throughout 
this annual report.  These wonderful pieces of work 
would not be possible without our dedicated artist 
in residence, Mary Ann Huster.  Every Wednesday 
Mary Ann provides art lessons for 15 to 20 children.  
This program has become a favorite of the children 
in the neighborhood as they learn to express them-
selves in positive and productive ways.   

Here at the SSJNN we see life lessons of children 
in poverty through their artwork.  An example of 
this was no more prevalent than when we asked the 
children to create a work of art for the cover of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of NW PA’s Christmas card 
this year.   We gave the children several themes, 
one being the nativity scene, phrased the Birth of 
Jesus.  Six of the children chose this theme and 
five of the children drew a nativity scene without 
Joseph.  A telling reflection of their own lives.  Our 
art classes not only provide an outpouring of artistic 
talent taught by a super creative teacher, but also 
an experience of lessons in life.  Our children learn 
about culture and we gain an understanding about 
the needs of the children in our community based 
on their exports of life through art.

We and the children are very thankful that she has 
chosen to donate her time and talent to the SSJNN.



Believer… You!…  Donors 7/1/2011-6/30/2011

Individual Donors
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Adiutori
Ms. Eleanor Agnello
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Alberstadt
Rev. Bruce Allison
Ms. Marilyn Amento
Ms. Sue Ames
Mr. Jay Armburster
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Bertrand Artigues
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Bales
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Barbato
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Barthelmes
Rev. & Mrs. Don Baxter
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Beaver
Sister Mary Becker
Dr. Jeffrey Bednarski
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bensur
Mrs. Janet Bergkessel
Mr. A. Bergquist
Ms. Barbara Bettwy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Beuchert
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Blakeslee
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Blaszczyk

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bloomstine
Mr. & Mrs.William Bloomstine
Mr. & Mrs. John Bloomstine
Ms. Julie Boam
Ms. Gertrude Bollinger
Dr. Richard Boyle
Dr. & Mrs.William Brereton
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Brown
Mr. Tony Bruno
Ms. Rose Bruno
Mr. Michael Buettner
Ms. Mary Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Burton
Atty. Donald Buseck
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Cacchione
Mr. Kevin Camp
Mr. Anthony Campanella
Ms. Donna Carlino
Mr. James Casey
Ms. Serafina Cavicchio
Dr. Mary Beth Cermak-Bell
Mr. & Mrs. James Chadwick
Ms. Arlene Chaney
Ms. Nancy Chiappazzi
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Chichester
Ms. B.J. (Betty Jo) Chitester
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Ciacchini
Ms. Teresa Cieslikowski
Mr. Matt Clark
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Cogley
Ms.  Joan Collins
Dr. Mary Colt

Mr. Barry Copple
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Corsi
Ms. Alice Crotty
Ms. Josephine Cuzzola
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Dahlkemper
Ms. Mary Dahlkemper
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Damon
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Davis
Mr. & Mrs. John Davison
Mr. Mike DeDad
Ms. Marsha (Marge) DeLaura
Dr. Kathleen Derfler
Mr. David DeSante
Ms. Brenda Desser
Rev. John Detisch
Mrs. Rosemarie DiBuono
Ms. Susan DiCara
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dill
Sister Jean Baptiste DiLuzio
Monica DiNicola
Dr. Bernardino DiStefano
Mr. & Mrs. Ron DiVecchio
Dr. Raymond Dombrowski
Mr. Chuck Donnelly
Ms. Judy Dormann
Ms. Donna Douglass
Mr. & Mrs. Dean
John P. Downey
Mr. & Mrs. John Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Drabant
Mr. & Mrs. John Drew
Ms. Roberta Duberow
Ms. Anna Marie Dushole
Ms. Jane Earll
 

Mr. John Daneri 
Mr. Robert Ek
Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Elliott
Dr. Eileen Engel
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Erhartic
Dr. Jeffrey Esper
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Evans
Mr. Flo Fabrizio
Mr. John Falcone
Ms. Ann Fargiorgio



Mr. James Fatter
Mr. & Mrs. Pascal Federici
Rev. Thomas Fialkowski
Mrs. Veronica Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. William Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fries
Sister Mary Fromknecht
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fucci
Mrs. Alice Fuhrman
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Fustine
Mr. & Mrs. James Garvey
Dr. William Garvey
Mr. & Mrs. James Gehrlein
Ms. Nancy Gemelli Griffey
Mr. Adam Gerlack
Dr. David German
Mr. Chester Giermak
Ms. Colleen Gildea
Atty. Paul Gitnik
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Glass
Mr. Brad Gleason
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Glowacki
Dr. Paul Gmuer
Sister Josette Gocella
Mr. Edward Goebel
Ms. Rosmari Graham
Sister Ann Grandinetti
Mr. & Mrs. J. James Griffey

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Griffith
Mr. Barry Grossman
Mrs. Carol Grygier
Rev. James Gutting
Mr. Dorson Hamilton
Ms. Marjorie Hammers
Ms. Alana Handman
Mr. & Mrs. John Hauser
Sister Michele Healy
Mrs. Jean Heintzel
Ms. Charlene Heisler
Ms. Nan Held
Sister Mary Herrmann
Mr. Mike Herrmann
Ms. Mary Heyd
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hickey
Mr. & Mrs. John Hilbert
Mr. Joseph Hilbert
Sister Phyllis Hilbert
Mr. & Mrs.William Hilbert Jr
Mr. & Mrs.William Hilbert Sr
Ms. Mary Hoffman
Sister Mary Carol Hoke
Mr. James Holland
Mr. & Mrs. John Horan
Mr. John Huegel
Mrs. Mary Huff

Ms. Jane Hume
Dr. & Mrs. Floyd Hyatt
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Infield
Mrs. Ellen Innes
Ms. Sue Jarrett
Sister Ann Marie Joint
Mr. Dominick Jordano
Ms. Carolyn Kacprowicz
Ms. Noriko Kashiwagi
Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Kaveney
Ms. Charlene Kellerman
Mr. Victor Kelley
Mr. Patrick Kemper
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kennedy
Sister Mary Claire Kennedy
Mr. Michael Kennedy
Ms. Charlene Kerr
Mr. John Piper 
Dr. Dinesh Khera
Mr. Jeff Kidder
Mr. Richard King
Ms. Jane Kirk
Ms. Cynthia Kirk-Carpenter
Mr. Daniel & Yasuko Klebes
Ms. Midge Klebes

Ms. Cheryl Kobel
Ms. Patrice Kocher
Ms. Faith Kowle
Mr. Ronald Krahe
Ms. Patricia Kuehl
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. William Kurtzhals
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kutzer
Ms. Marci Lampe
Ms. Susan Lapping
Mr. & Mrs. B.J. Lechner
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Lechner
Mr. Joseph Legnasky
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Lepkowski
Mr. & Mrs. John Letterio
Ms. Marianne Levstek
Ms. Barbara Lewis
Ms. Mary Ellen Lieb
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Loesel
Ms. Laura Lombardozzi
Ms. Meg Loncharic



Mrs. Lyn Lord-Wolfe
Sister Joyce Lowrey
Mr. Paul Lukach
Ms. Rita Lyle
Mrs. Mary Lyons
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Macaluso
Mrs. Catilda Madonia
Dr. Francis Mainzer
Mr. John Maleno
Ms. Carol Mando
Ms. Cynthia Manna
Mr. Albert Mansfield
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Marshall
Rev. Dennis Martin
Mr. Michael Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Art Martinucci
Ms. Patricia Mayer
Msgr. Richard Mayer
Mrs. Martha McAdams
Mr. Don McCain
Ms. Carol McCall
Ms. Mary McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McCrarey
Atty. James McDonald
Annonymous
Atty. & Mrs. James McNamara

Mr. Aaron McVeigh
Ms. Maurita Mead
Mr. Michael Mead
Mr. & Mrs. James Meko
Ms. Christina Mercer
Ms. Judy Miculandra
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Mikelonis
Dr. & Mrs. John Mingey
Mr. Robert Minichelli
Ms. Judith Minichelli
Mr .& Mrs. Al Mink
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Mobilia
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Monahan
Ms. Molly Monahan Lang
Ms. Maradee Morrison
Ms. Susan Moyer
Dr. & Mrs. James Mraz
Ms. Mary Narus
Mrs. Mary Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. James Nuber
Ms. Linda Nyberg
Sister Margaret O'Brien
Ms. Christine Opron
Mr. Q. Gregory Orlando
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ott
Ms.Virginia Pacuraw
Atty. Raymond Pagliari

Sister Colette Palmer
Mr. Phil Papotnik
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Patton
Mr. Michael Peck
Ms. Jean Piccirilli
Mr. Joe Pillitteri
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pirrello
Mr. Sam Pirrello
Ms. Cindy Polesnak
Mr. Joseph Pomorski
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Porreco
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Pregler
Sister Nancy Prenatt
Mr. Daniel Prischak
Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Quinn
Ms. RoseMarie Radomski
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Ranalli
Mr. Jon Reddinger
Sister Mary Alice Reed
Ms. Dorothea Reilly
Ms. Marilyn Renkes
Mr. Marvin Ridgeway
Mr. Frank Riley
Dr. John Roberts
Mrs. Donna Roberts
Mrs. Theresa Rotunda

Mr. David Rupert
Mr. & Mrs. James Rutkowski
Dr. Ravinder Sabherwal
Mr. James E. Sabol
Ms. Laura Salamonsen
Ms. Lucia Salvia & Mr. John Faulkner
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Salvia
Mrs. Pat Sauer
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Scalise
Ms. Mary Schaaf
Ms. Catherine Schaaf
Mr. & Mrs. William Schaal
Mr. Joseph Schember
Atty. Andrew Schmidt
Mr. Ben Schneider
Mr. James Schwab
Dr. & Mrs. Pete Scibetta
Ms. Marlene Scully
Ms. Jacqueline Scutella
Ms. Carol Sedney
Ms. Deborah Seng
Ms. Susan Shannon
Mr. Harold Sheldon
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Showman
Mr. & Mrs.Timothy Shuttleworth
Mrs. Antonina Siggia
Rev. Jerome Simmons
Ms. Trish Simonoff
Dr. & Mrs. Kripa Singh
Ms. Charlene Sisson
Mrs. Lucille Sitzler
Ms. Betti Skrypzak
Ms. Donna Smith
Mr. John Sobotinic
Ms. Mary Spadacene
Ms. Adelaide Sperduto
Ms. Ruth Spiece



Gala Top Sponsors
Erie Beer
Eriez Magnetics
Highmark
Insurance Management Company
William and Martha Hillbert
William and Becky Hillbert
Joseph Hilbert
Dan and Yasuko Klebes
MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton
Northwest Savings Bank
PNC Bank
Quinn, Buseck, Leemhuis, Toohey & Kroto
Saint Mary's Home of Erie
Saint Vincent Health Center
Sisters of Saint Joseph of NW PA
Welders Supply

**Gala donors included in indiivudal and 
    corporate sections.

Housing and Neighborhood 
     Development Services
Humes Chrysler Dodge
Larry’s Central Market
Larese Floral Design
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic 
     Medicine
Loesel-Schaaf Insurance
Lord Corporation
Marquette Savings Bank
McDonald Illig Attorneys
Mechanical Contractors Association
Montenero Ladies Society
Morosky College of Science
Northwest Savings Bank
PHB, Inc.
Poggemeyer Design Group
PNC Bank
Our Lady of the Lake
Welcome Club of Erie
Saint Vincent Health Center
St. Mary Immaculate Conception
Schaffner, Knight, Minnaugh & Co.
Surgala Trust
Villa Maria Academy
Villa Maria Elementary
Wedgewood Investors, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Stadler
Ms. Laureen Steele
Ms. Alyssa Stelmach
Mrs. Mary Strenio
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Strobel
Sister Marianne Stuckert
Ms. Carole Suesser
Sister Moira Sullivan
Mr. David Sullivan
Ms. Kate Sullivan
Dr. Ashok Suri
Mr. Nicholas Surkala
Mr. Norman Sweet
Mr. & Mrs. Don Swift
Ms. Cleonice Tavani
Mr. Daniel Teed
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tellers
Mr. Greg Tellers
Ms. Mary Tellers
Mr. Daniel Tempestini
Mr. Philip Templeton
Ms. Antonia Tinti
Mr. Michael Tkach
Atty. & Mrs. James Toohey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tullio
Ms.Tammy Van Buren
Atty. & Mrs. Richard Vendetti
Atty. Chester Vendetti, II
Ms. Pamela Verity
Ms. Bettie Veshecco
Ms. Mary Veshecco
Ms. Holly Villella
Mr. Michael Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. George Vlahos
Atty. & Mrs. Russell Warner
Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Warzynak
Ms. Elizabeth Way
Mrs. Norma Webb

Dr. & Mrs. Scott Whalen
Sister Mary Ann White
Mrs. Betsy Williams
Ms. Mary Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Willis
Mr. & Mrs. George Willis
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wisniewski
Mr. Ted Wright
Mr. Edwin Wright
Ms. Roberta Yaklich
Mr. & Mrs. John Young
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zawadzki
Ms. Betty Zehner

Corporate Givers/Grantors 
American Hollow Boring Co.
Berry Plastics
Bethesda Foundation
Cathedral Preparatory School
Catholic Charities
CROP Walk
Circolo Nazionale Lodge #122
Erie County Gaming Revenue
   Authority
Edinboro University
Erie Community Foundation
Erie Women’s Fund
Erie Indemnity Company
Erie Insurance
Erie Regional Chamber
Evans Capital Management
Friends of the SSJ’s 
Gannon University
Greater Erie Economic 
    Development Corporation
Great Lakes Metal Finishing, Inc.
Giuseppe Mazzini Civic Inst.



Gifts In Kind
Allburn Florists
All That Glitters
Arrowhead Wine Cellars
Beacon Books
Braendel Painting And Service Inc.
BrewErie at Union Station
Dairy Queen - Peach Street
ERIEZ Magnetics
Evans Capital Management
Barbara’s Hallmark
International Bakery
Joel's Flower Shoppe
Kindle Heating & Cooling
Larese Floral Design
Maria's Pizza
Marti Michael
Montenero Ladies Society
North American Gallery
O'Charlies Restaurant
Parker Gallery
Potratz Floral Shop & Greenhouse, Inc.
Pulakos
Reeves Plumbing
Saint Vincent Health Center
Saint Vincent Quarter Century Club
Serafini's Restaurant
Sterling Senior Communities
ServErie
TGI Fridays
U FRAME IT & the Poster Annex
Valerio's
Waste Management

Memorials/Honorariums
In Honor of Mr. & Mr. Michael Euliano
In Honor of Mrs. Ann Cuzzola
In Honor of Sr. Marianne Stuckert
In Honor of Sr. Phyllis Hilbert
In Honor of Sr. Colette Palmer
In Honor of Chuck Scalise's 50th Birthday
In Honor of Sisters Moira & Michelle's Jubilee
In Honor of Sr. Bernadine Pais (75 years), Sr. Ann Amen, Sr. Leonella Gingenbach, Sr. Barbara Ann 
Vavreck, Sr. Maria Onuffer, and Sr. Mary Carol Hoke  
In Honor of Sr. Peggy Balizet's 80th Birthday
In Honor of Bill Gocella
In Honor of Frances Margaret Dunfee 
For the Profession of Sr. Carmel Rojek
In Honor of the SSJ Golden Jubilarians
In Honor of Mary Boldie
In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Burt Euliano
In Honor of the Diamond & 60 year anniversary of SSJ Sisters 
In Honor of Sr Carmel Rojek as she joins the Erie SSJ's
In Honor of John Gallo
In Honor of Frank Polaski
In Honor of Gary & Ann Flick's 30th Anniversary

Neighborhood Partnership Program
Eriez Magnetics
Northwest Savings Bank
Saint Vincent Health Services

Neighborhood Assistance Program
Marquette Savings Bank
Berry Plastics
Saint Vincent Health Services
Reddog Industries



Revitalize....
Remember the days when you would walk down the streets in your neighborhood and along the way you would see countless neighbors that you con-
sidered your extended family?  On our block, not too far from what we constitute as Little Italy, people in the neighborhood felt as if we were living on 
a 6 block island in the middle of the City of Erie.  As a child you could not get away with even the slightest misbehavior without it being reported back 
to your parents by your neighborhood family.  The moral of the story is our parents did have eyes in the back of their heads, they were the 100 pairs of 
eyes in a neighborhood that cared about their people, lawn, home, environment and most importantly their children.  It is not so different today in the 
Little Italy neighborhood.  The SSJNN is working to restore that feeling of what constitutes a vibrant neighborhood.

Although we will never restore Little Italy to an identical reproduction of what it was, we are making progress at creating a place once again that has 
the feel of that old time neighborhood.  Creating a neighborhood involves many aspects including safety, housing, good neighbors, education, image 
and industry.  We will continue our work on all of these aspects and hopefully inspire others to take pride in the City of Erie to create thriving neigh-
borhoods.    We hope that you have liked the changes over the last year.  There is no better way to show some of those changes than in pictures.  Little 
Italy is a transformation in process.  This transformation over the past year is directly related to financial assistance from our Neighborhood Partner-
ship Program donors:  Eriez Magnetics, Northwest Savings Bank and Saint Vincent Health System and our Neighborhood Assistance Program donors:  
Marquette Savings Bank, Berry Plastics, Reddog Industries and Saint Vincent Health System.



89% Programs and Services

7% Fundraising

4% Administration

53% Donations

17% Rental Income

30% Fundraising

Expenses by Percentage Revenue by Percentage

** Revenue Sources:  Grants are included in Fundraising, NPP and NAP tax credit donations are included in Donations.  
Total operating budget for 2012 = $585,321, a 40% increase from 2011 due to NAP and NPP tax credit programs.
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Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network
425 W 18th St   Erie  PA  16502

(814)454-7814
fax (814)454-7915

Visit us at our website:

www.ssjnn.org
or

Please Like Us on Facebook
SSJ Neighborhood Network

How You Can Help...

Contributions - for your convenience an envelope is enclosed or donations are accepted online at www.ssjnn.org

Volunteer - Tutor, Mentor, Soup Kitchen, Assist with office duties, Fundraising, Marketing, Participate with our other programs

Donate - Hygiene products, paper products, (i.e. diapers, toilet paper, tissues), non-perishable food items, paper products for the soup kitchen

Remember - Please consider making room in your long term financial plans for the future support of SSJNN

Please let us know if you have a change of address, if you would like to receive our newsletter; if you are receiving 
more than one newsletter; or if you would like to be taken off the mailing list.


