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Welcome Spring and Summer! Spring represents a time of rejuvenation of spirit and reflection of all the
wonderful things we have to be thankful for in the past year. At the SSINN we are forever thankful to all of
you. We appreciate your loyal support of the ministries of the Sisters of Saint Joseph Neighborhood Network.
We are blessed to have such wonderful neighbors in unity with us, sharing our mission to love and support

the community. You all have made a difference in the lives of others, in a neighborhood that yearns for
revitalization and the hearts of all of the staff working at the SSINN. As we look to the next season we hope that
you will continue to support our mission to respond to the changing needs of the community by partnering with
local residents and the broader community to provide growth and neighborhood revitalization. We continue to
strive to provide hope, empowerment and stabilization to the Little Italy neighborhood. Without you, it would
not be possible. Thank you for reading our newsletter and the stories of the people, projects and neighborhood
positively affected by you. Blessings for a wonderful Spring and Summer.

Sincerely,

Ro, St/ Dyt Peite Cornl ) Suctnn € Wollyy

Rose Graham, Sister Phyllis Hilbert, Sister Carol Wilcox, Sue Ann Winiewski and Wally Brown
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AWARDS ANNOUNCED

Gary McEnery and the Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network were awarded special plaques of appreciation from
the CHAMPS program for their service and support to CHAMPS children through the International Flavors Community
Garden.

Gary McEnery, director of the neighborhood garden was featured as a workshop presenter at the Penn State Master
Gardeners’ Spring Workshop at the Erie Art Museum. All were captivated with Gary’s photos of the garden’s progression
from teaching the CHAMPS and neighborhood network students how to build the garden box, prepare the soil, plant

and nurture the seeds/seedlings, harvest the organic produce, and prepare the delicious recipes from the garden. The
involvement of the neighbors helped to build community and positive growth in our International neighborhood.
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GARDEN WAKE-UP

Late summer green evolves into orange and rust. Dry leaves drift to the ground on November wind. Garlic and
daffodil bulbs nestle in the earth, ready for their long winter rest. December. January. February. March.

Snow turns to rain. And more rain. When will it end? April showers bring May flowers. May showers bring
depression? The thermometer rollercoaster ride goes on in slow motion. Five degrees up. Four degrees down.
A gain of one. The sun. Was that the sun? One day of sunshine. Four more of rain. Will it ever end? It will.

It does.

Kids come out to see the garlic and daffodil shoots pushing up through the soggy ground. Time to clean up
winter litter, and finish up last fall’s chores. Time to build new raised beds, mix new soil, freshen up the yard,
and brighten the garden spirit. Time to cut the grass. The grass! Where did the snow go? Check out the garlic.

Two days of sun in a row. Let’s plant. Not yet. Another night of frost. Tomatoes, peppers, watermelon,
pumpkins, started from seeds, all safe and warm on the Irving School window sills. Wait. Blue patches in the

onions and peas.

rain.

is turning green.

sky. Three hours of sun. Let’s go to the garden. Let’s plant. Maybe

Five days of rain. One day in the 70’s. The Master Gardeners
come. Seeds under ground are safe. Beets, carrots, lettuce, radishes.
Radishes. Wow. Tiny green leaves in four days. They must like the

Finally, Memorial Day! Weeds are growing everywhere. Spring is
turning into summer. Bring on the tomatoes and peppers. The world
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THANK YOU

Thank you to Attorney James McNamara and his wife Barb for being the Honorary Chair-Couple of the 5" Guess That Tune Gala.
Jim and Barb hosted the largest crowd yet at the Bayfront Convention Center. The winners of this years competition were 1% Place:
PNC Bank, 2" Place: Erie Insurance, and 3" Place: Northwest Savings. A special thank you to the following sponsors:

$10,000 CON GRAN ESPRESSIONE
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern PA
$5,000 CON BRIO

Bill and Martha Hilbert Family

Dan and Yasuko Klebes

$3,000 CON SLANCIO

Bill and Rebecca Hilbert

PNC Bank

Quinn Lawn Firm

$1,500 CON AMOR

Bonnell’s Collision

Erie Beer

Highmark BCBS

Insurance Management Co.

Marquette Savings

Saint Mary’s Home of Erie

$600 CON CALORE

Catholic Charities

Dahlkemper Jewelry Connection
Erie Insurance

Eriez Manufacturing

Evans Capital Management
Forquer/Glowacki Families
GEEDC

Giuseppe Mazzini Civic Association
H.ANN.D.S

H. Jack Langer Plumbing

Jim and Barb McNamara

Jim Gehrlein & Friends

Ken Wisniewski, Nationwide Ins.
Larry’s Central Market

LECOM

Lucia T. Salvia, CPA

MacDonald Illig Attorneys
Midge Klebes
Millcreek Community Hospital
Northwest Savings Bank
Poggemeyer Design Group and
Arrowhead Wine Cellars
Port Harbor Company
Saint Vincent Health Center
Saint Vincent Medical Group
Saint Vincent Surgery Center
Villa Maria Elementary
Villa Maria Academy and
Cathedral Preparatory School
Villa Maria School of Nursing
Wedgewood Industries
Welders Supply
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Namaste! Welcome to the neighborhood

We welcome the third Bhutanese family to our neighborhood. The Chandra Kumar Basnet family is now living
at 417 West 17" Street. They are related to the Siwakoti and Shibakoti family living at 446 West 17" Street.
These families are eager to establish themselves in Erie and are very motivated to do whatever is necessary to
secure stable housing and employment. We are grateful for their enthusiastic and flexible adjustment to a new
culture and the SSINN is happy to assist them as they continue their transition.
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comments on Gary's Workshop
“excellent wonderful job on community gardens”
“HATS OFF -- awsome community project’
“wonderful Learning experience for city children,
families and the community”

<Q

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PROGRAMS?

The Ophelia Project has made an impression at the
SSINN. In the fall of 2010 and the winter and spring
of 2011, our children have learned about S.T.A.R.S
(self esteem, teamwork, attitude and respect)
Qualified teachers have worked with our 1st, 2nd and
3" graders over five weekly sessions. Our middle
grade boys were introduced to Boy Talk, another
program from Ophelia, and our middle grade girls
experienced Girl Talk.
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voices of our Clients
“J just Love coming here’....Kwanisha
“J wigh J could stay inTime Out For Mom’s for
long time'....Alice
“Thank you for Gelieving in me’...Anonymous
“Youve made a difference on 18th St..A Neighbor

Boy Talt ey

Ophelia Project

Thangs to the Gannon
Students who cleaned
West 18th St during the
United Way Day of Caring.

An invitation was given to the children to belong to
a Thousandaire Club. Our youngsters are selling
candy bars and saving their money. They received
special coin collection sets and are learning to look
for coins that have certain dates on them. They are
also learning the rules to becoming a thousandaire
and the importance of saving even a small amount of
money. Every penny counts.

Thanks to the Associates
who painted upstairs
duting the SSJA Dear
Neighbor Day.
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HOW CAN YOU HELP.... UPCOMING EVENTS.....

Contributions— for your convenience an envelope is enclosed. May - Planting of the community garden

Volunteer—Tutor, Mentor, Soup Kitchen, Assist with office June 5 - Community garden mulching party

duties, Participate with our other programs. July 27 - Picnic in the neighborhood with WJET TV

Donate— Hygiene products, paper products (i.e. toilet paper, August 2 - National Night Out

diapers, tissues), non-perishable food items, paper products for the August 12 - 14 - Italian Festival at St. Paul’s RC

soup kitchen. September 10 - Women’s Bocce Tournament La Nuova Aurora Club

September 17 - Men’s Bocce Tournament, L.a Nuova Aurora Club
Donations now being accepted on-line at www.ssjnn.org
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SSJ Neighborhood Network BOCCE TOURNAMENT

Board of Direct benefitting the
pare of recton Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network’s

Historic Little Italy Project
save the dates

Thank you to our

Board Members: September 10, 2011 Women’s ----- September 17th, 2011 Men’s
Craig Corsi
Ron DiVecchio OUR MISSION .
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SS] Visitus at:
Margaret Frank, SSJ The SS] Neighborhood Network sponsored WWW.SSJNN.org
Abby Gallo-Lechner by the
Rosmari Graham Sisters of St. Joseph of NW Pennsylvania, |Visit Facebook & become a Fan
Charleen Kerr-Piper ides leadership. ad for local
provides leadership, advocates for loca .
Mary Maxwell residents, and partners with the $§] Neighborhood Network
Phyllis McCracken, SSJ broader community to develop Additional links:
Car(?l Morehouse, SS] opportunities for both personal growth HonaE HnRs:
Denis O'Brien and neighborhood revitalization. .
Andrew Schmidt Historic Little Italy
‘ www.hlierie.or
Michael Tellers Executive Staff: g
Scott Whalen Rose Graham. E ive Di
ose Graham, Executive Director Little Italy Neighborhood
President—Steve Erhartic Phyllis Hilbert, SS], Neighborhood Advocate Watch
Vice President—Barbara Drew  Carol Wilcox, SS]J, Program Director www.linw.org
Secretary—Charlene Sisson Wally Brown, SSJA, Housing Coordinator

Treasurer—Karen McElhinny Sue Ann Wisniewski, Development Director



