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What Makes Our Garden Grow? By: Gary McEnery

; International Flavors, the inner city

garden at 422 West 18th Street, is brimming
with the love and life of the Little Italy com-
§ munity.

Onions. Lettuce. Radishes. Peas.

Beans. Parsley. Dill. Basil. Peppers. Zuc-
e chini. Cucumbers. Butternut squash. Swiss
chard Oregano Thyme Pumpkins. Watermelon. Our tables are rich with
healthy spices and vegetables.

Zinnias. Peonies. Marigolds. Sunflowers. Roses. Lilies. Gerani-
ums. Hosta. Irises. Our garden is colored with the flowers of summer.

What made our garden grow? The equation is long and complicated.
It started with a lot of interested, sweating, hard-working, laughing, fun-
loving people. Dozens of them. Ten-year-olds and eighty-year-olds. Stu-
dents and neighbors. Friends and friends of friends. Volunteers and con-
tributors.

Beginning when the snow melted in the spring, they cleared brush,
cleaned up trash, planned the layout, put up a fence, built raised beds, dug,
raked, mixed soil, and planted. For weeks, they cut grass, pruned trees, wa-
tered, weeded, and watched things grow.

God and prayer. Sun, heat and rain.

Now, we feast. We pick and pull, smell and taste, cook and bake and |
share. We enjoy the produce of our labor. The formula may be long and '
complicated, but the result is short and simple—fresh, nutritious, tasty food.

" HOW CAN YOU HELP.. n

" Contributions— for your convenience an envelope ::
|| is enclosed. "
i1 Volunteer—Tutor, Mentor, Soup Kitchen, Assist

Save tﬁe Date " with office duties, Participate with our other pro- ::
GUESS THAT TUNE GALA | b grams. !

" Donate— Hygiene products, paper products (i.e.
MARCH 12, 2011 " toilet paper, diapers, tissues), non-perishable food n

B&lyf?‘ ont Convention Center w items, paper products for the soup kitchen. I
WITH it REMEMBER— Please consider making roomin ||

n your long term financial plans for the future sup- n

RAYCHEL (VENDETTI)ADIUTORI 1 port of SSINN.  Including SSINN in you will is a 1,
AS EMCEE " decision that will have a positive impact on genera- !
u tions to come while providing services to this com- n
1 munity and revitalizing the neighborhood. "




MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

“We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future growth.”

Sister Mary
Herrmann

These are words that I came across recently in a prayer attributed to Archbishop Oscar
Romero. Immediately they made me think of the beautiful garden that you read about
in this newsletter. We watched the seeds be planted and nourished and now see won-
derful results. It took time and care and patience. The same is true for other areas of
this ministry. Seeds have been planted to encourage new housing and this is happen-
ing. Seeds of hope and encouragement are planted in the hearts of the people we serve.
Sometimes we cannot see the results—but as we learned from the garden, we need to
care. We need to be patient. We need to trust that like the garden these seeds will also
grow.

Thanks to LECOM (Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine)

Thank you to LECOM for providing an intern during the summer. Ryan Han-
cox is a second year medical student attending LECOM. He graduated
Gannon University in the spring of 2009 with a Bachelors degree in biology.
Ryan is originally from Greenville, Pennsylvania but has lived in Erie for the
past five years. As part of LECOM’s community outreach program “Bridging
the Gaps”, Ryan interned with the SSINN for seven weeks conducting com-

munity surveys to assess the needs of the Little Italy community. Pictured to the right is Ryan with Marilyn
Province one of the women he surveyed.

GUESS THAT TUNE GALA Back to School Fund

UPDATE Thanks to the generosity of the Welcome Club, four moms
from our area were able to take care of their children’s clothes and
March 12,2011 will be the date of the 5th school supplies.

Annual Gala. Attorney James McNamara Each of the four moms saved $100 over a period of six

and his wife Barb will be honorary chair- months and were then given an extra $200 each from the Welcome
couple of the event and the 2011 Gala will Club.

be held at the Bayfront Convention Center. Teaching moms the benefit of saving and helping them to
We already have 13 tables reserved, so call Il see that it is possible to save $100 is a great help in developing self

Sue Ann for further information or to make (Il reljance and responsibility in their own lives.
your reservations, 814-454-7814.

The 2nd Annual BOCCE TOURNAMENT
Erie’s Historic Historic Little Italy Lead Program
The Lead Program is
September 11, 2010 Men's ongoing and if you have any
; September 12, 2010 Women's questions regarding the criteria
; that must be met please contact
Celebrating History (Entry Deadline September 1st, 2010) Wally Brown at 814-454-7814
Diversity and Opportunity . or wbrown.ssjnn.org. Applica-
Contact SSJ Neighborhood Network tions are available.
for registration forms.




National Night Out 2010

The Erie weather had us moving indoors for the 2010 National Night Out with approximately 200
neighbors, mostly families attending. The Neighborhood Watch board members along with Neighborhood
network volunteers worked hard to make it an enjoyable evening. Volunteers are a large reason why the
event is successful. We had food, tours of fire trucks, prizes, crafts for children, music and karaoke. Many
local public officials and workers including the Erie County Executive, county & city council members,
police officers and firemen attended the gathering. The informal setting allows law enforcement to meet
and talk with residents about improving the community and better police relations.

Local businesses donated 40 door prizes both for adults and children which were distributed
throughout the night by District Justice Thomas Carney. The grand prize, a $125 Walmart gift card do-
nated by the National Club, was won by one of the local neighbors. Thank you to the National Club.

Special thanks also goes out to the following for their participation:

United Way of Erie County

SSINN Light bulb booth table

SSINN Community Garden Survey

SSINN for crafts for children

City of Erie Police & Sheriff's Departments

St. Martin’s Center for first time home buyers

City of Erie Fire Department

GECAC table regarding their programs

St. Paul’s Catholic Church for the use of the Center

WJET Weather in the Neighborhood

WIET combines with Country Fair each summer on Wednesdays to
provide a supper for 25 in neighborhoods throughout the city.

Tom Atkins, Meteorologist from WJET, came with his camera man
along with a representative from Country Fair to the backyard of the
Neighborhood Network.

Gathered together were about 55 neighbors who enjoyed, subs, hot-
dogs, chips, pop, potato salad and cookies while watching Tom give the
weather live. The children especially loved being on TV.

EARTHFORCE 2010

Almost a dozen youngsters attended a six week program every day
from 1:00 to 4:30 at the SSINN. Two facilitators, one from Gannon
and one from Penn State, showed the children how to navigated the
internet and books about recycling, testing of soil, non-point pollution,
perennials, and street drains. They drew cartoons of environmental
villains and heroes. The youngsters planted, weeded and watered
neighborhood gardens and they called around for mulch and compost.
They cleared beaches, painted storm drains and through it all they had
a great time doing it.

Thanks to a grant obtained by LEA Earthforce, each youngster that
completed 100 hours of service received $500 for future education.
They will be able to collect the money when they reach 18 years of
age. Ten of our youngsters will receive the $500.




Sisters of St Joseph Neighborhood
Network
425 W18th St
Erie PA 16502
Phone: 814-454-7814
Fax 814-454-7915
Email: mherrmann@ssjnn.org

Revitalizing a
neighborhood.

Empowering its people.

SSJ NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK

BOARD OF DIRECTOR

S AND STAFF

Thank you to our Board Members:
Angela Bontempo

Craig Corsi

Ron DiVecchio

Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ
Margaret Frank, SSJ

Abby Gallo

Mary Herrmann, SSJ

Mary Maxwell

Phyllis McCracken, SSJ

Carol Morehouse, SSJ

Denis O’Brien

Andrew Schmidt

Michael Tellers
President—Steve Erhartic
Vice President—Barbara Drew
Secretary—Charlene Sisson

Treasurer—Karen McElhinny

Executive Staff:

Mary Herrmann, SSJ, Executive Director
Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, Family Advocate
Carol Wilcox, SSJ, Program Director
Wally Brown, SSJA, Housing Coordinator

Sue Ann Wisniewski, Development
Director

Gary McEnery working with a group from the
Community Garden.
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OUR MISSION

The SSJ Neighborhood Network
sponsored by the
Sisters of St. Joseph of NW
Pennsylvania, provides
leadership, advocates for local
residents, and partners with
the broader community to
develop opportunities for both
personal growth and
neighborhood revitalization.

Visit us at:
WWW.SSjnn.org

Visit Facebook & Become a Fan.
SSJ Neighborhood Network

Additional links:

Historic Little Italy
www.hlierie.org

Little Italy Neighborhood Watch
www.linw.org



