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Our Mission

The	Sisters	of	St.	Joseph	Neighborhood	
Network,	sponsored	by	the	Sisters	of	St.	

Joseph	of	Northwestern	Pennsylvania,	provides	
leadership,	advocates	for	local	residents,	and	

partners	with	the	broader	community	to	
develop	opportunities	for	both	personal	growth	

and	neighborhood	revitalization.

Become Involved

VOlunteer your	time	and	talent,	individually	
or	as	a	group,	with	our	youth	programs,	soup	

kitchen,	gardens,	office	assistance,	events,	
committees,	clean-ups	and	much	more.

DOnate hygiene	and	household	products,	
non-perishable	food	items,	snacks	for	children’s	
programs,	paper	products	for	the	soup	kitchen,	

art	supplies,	used	bicycles	and	parts.

COntrIBute via	our	website	at	
www.ssjnn.org	or	by	using	the	envelope	

enclosed.	Consider	making	long-term	financial	
plans	for	SSJNN	and	the	vital	neighbors	and	

neighborhoods	it	serves	across	Erie.

attenD the	12th	Annual	Guess	That	Tune	
Gala	on	Saturday,	April	28th,	2018	at	the	

Bayfront	Convention	Center!
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Perseverance and Pride

Miranda	is	a	shining	star	in	
our	SSJNN	‘Jammers’	Youth	
Basketball	program	in	Little	
Italy.	

Miranda	joined	the	program	
three	years	ago,	not	knowing	
a	single	basketball	skill	and	
without	much	knowledge	of	

the	game’s	rules,	concepts	or	basics.	

But	Miranda	didn’t	let	this	stop	her.	Pushing	through	her	
insecurities	about	the	unfamiliar	game,	she	has	persevered	
and	blossomed	into	a	stand-out	player.	The	only	female	
starter	on	the	team,	Miranda	scores,	dribbles	and	
rebounds	with	confidence.	

She	takes	pride	in	her	improvements,	demonstrating	
increased	self-esteem	and	leadership	in	helping	other	
teammates.

Barbed Wire to Beauty

A	site	on	West	19th	Street	that	was	a	dumping	grounds	
for	illegal	waste	and	held	a	deserted	and	derelict	building	
is	being	transformed	into	a	park	for	all	to	enjoy.	

Recently	tangled	with	vegetation-choking	vines	and	
barbed	wire,	and	only	travelled	daily	by	stray	animals,	
the	lot	underwent	demolition,	grading	of	topsoil	and	
seeding	of	grass.	A	few	pieces	of	history	such	as	train	
axles	and	concrete	will	be	repurposed	here,	and	art	by	
Evan	Everhart	will	also	be	
installed.

We	encourage	you	to	take	
a	drive	past	and	stay	tuned	
for	springtime	plantings	and	
much	more.	If	you	see	the	
before	photos	of	this	place	
on	our	Facebook	page,	you	
truly	won’t	believe	your	eyes.

newly Forged relationships

650	neighbors	came	together	in	our	neighborhoods	for	
National	Night	Out,	an	annual	community-building	
event	that	promotes	police-community	partnerships	and	
neighborhood	camaraderie.

This	night	features	a	friendly	presence	from	local	law	
enforcement,	as	well	as	a	meal,	music,	games	and	more.	
Shaking	the	hand	of	an	officer,	climbing	aboard	a	fire	
truck,	donning	a	sticker	shaped	like	the	sheriff’s	badge,	
these	moments	and	more	
make	lasting	memories.	
Perceptions	are	broken	down	
when	communication	and	
camaraderie	take	place.

This	is	our	15th	year	of	
hosting	the	event	and	its	
popularity	is	not	waning	in	
the	slightest.	

empowered Young Women

One	of	our	small	group	
programs	for	youth	this	year	
is	called	“Girl	Talk”	and	it’s	
just	for	preteen	young	ladies.	

They	agreed	upon	rules	for	
the	group	-	such	as	respect,	
confidentiality,	kindness	and	
listening	-	and	write	them	on	

the	chalk	board	before	starting	each	session.	

Many	topics	are	covered	in	this	trusting	and	empowering	
group	and	our	confidence	in	this	program	has	grown	
right	along	with	that	of	the	girls	themselves.	

tranSFOrMatIOn

FrOM tHe DIreCtOr:

a year of transformation—there	is	no	better	way	
to	describe	the	past	year	at	the	Sisters	of	St.	Joseph	
Neighborhood	Network.

Transformation	for	me	as	I	came	to	know	and	
love	the	Sisters	of	St.	Joseph’s	history	and	mission.	

Transformation	for	the	staff	as	they	graciously	
welcomed	me	into	their	daily	lives	and	work.	

Transformation	in	our	ability	to	carry	out	work	
right	across	the	heart	of	Erie,	from	our	new	and	
larger	Eastside	headquarters	at	436	East	26th	

Street.	Transformation	in	the	depth	of	our	resources	
for	Little	Italy	revitalization,	through	increased	
Neighborhood	Assistance	Program	Tax	Credit	
partner	contributions.	

Transformation	for	our	dear	neighbors	and	our	
neighborhoods	as	we	carry	out	the	vocation	to	which	
we	have	been	called.	

In	this	report	you	will	see	a	snapshot	of	our	activity,	
stories	of	transformations	large	and	small.	We	
celebrate	them	all,	as	some	are	seeds	just	beginning	
to	grow.	Along	with	the	remarkable	and	dedicated	
SSJNN	staff,	I	am	excited	to	share	them	with	you—
our	strength	and	our	supporters,	through	whose	
generosity	and	shared	faith	these	stories	are	made	
possible.

With	your	help	the	SSJNN	staff	are	making	a	
difference	and	we	look	forward	to	tackling	the	deep	
needs	that	remain.

Heather	Caspar
Executive	Director



Hope and Harvest

Eight	families	in	our	
Eastside	neighborhood	made	
our	22nd	&	Parade	Streets	
“Seeds	of	Hope”	garden	
thrive	for	its	second	year.

The	families	met	in	early	
spring	to	map	out	beds	
using		square	foot	gardening	

models,	and,	with	the	help	of	Master	Gardener	Cindy	
Sonnenberg,	saw	everything	through	the	season	from	
seeds	to	harvest.	

Cindy	assisted	neighbors	with	training	and	planting,	and	
kept	contact	with	the	families	throughout	the	summer	to	

answer	questions	about	watering	
the	garden	beds,	weeding	and	
harvesting.

the little Italy Farmers Market

There	are	many	successes	we	could	share	from	our	weekly,	
Little	Italy	Farmers	Market,	but	we	can’t	say	it	better	than	
how	a	few	of	the	regulars	did	in	their	own	words:

The vendors: 
“It’s	a	great	market	in	the	middle	of	the	city	run	by	
people	with	huge	hearts	and	a	desire	to	help	others.”	
“I’ll	definitely	be	back	next	year.”	

The customers: 
“What’s	not	to	love?”	
“It’s	great	to	have	healthy	
and	fresh	food	so	readily	
available!”	“It’s	grown	right	
here	where	I	live,	with	
neighbors	that	have	heart.”	
“It	brings	neighbors	together	
for	a	good	purpose.”	“I	
appreciate	this	market	
because	it’s	right	in	the	city	and	the	generosity	of	the	
program	to	the	elderly	and	the	poor.”	

expanding Horizons

Deshawn	is	developing	
a	taste	for	growth	in	our	
SSJNN	Urban	Farm	Project	
of	Little	Italy.	

He	began	working	in	our	
community	gardens	last	
summer	and	returned	
this	year	–	with	the	added	
responsibility	of	working	the	

Little	Italy	Farmers	Market	booth	for	the	SSJNN	Urban	
Farm	Project	garden	at	19th	and	Myrtle.	

He	uses	his	sense	of	humor	to	dispel	adversity	and	
weather	all	that	life	throws	his	way.	Deshawn	loves	
chatting	with	neighbors	and	customers	at	market,	and	
giving	tours	of	the	garden.	He	is	even	learning	to	love	
some	of	the	vegetables	he	grows.		We	are	proud	of	him	
and	of	the	gardens	he	has	worked	in	to	help	beautify	the	
neighborhood.

Delores’ Garden Box

We	had	the	pleasure	of	meeting	Delores	four	years	ago	
when	she	planted	her	first	raised	bed	in	our	International	
Flavors	community	garden.	

You	would	never	guess	it	now,	but	at	the	time	she	knew	
very	little	about	gardening.	But	the	bounty	from	that	first	
box	provided	ample	motive	to	keep	her	planting	each	
season	since.	

Over	the	years	she’s	planted	
tomatoes,	collard	greens,	
carrots,	lettuce,	onions	and	
corn.	Delores	says	its	been	
a	blessing	that	she	enjoys	
sharing	with	her	family	
and	friends,	and	she	looks	
forward	to	starting	her	
garden	every	year.

We	look	forward	to	seeing	her	every	spring	and	are	
grateful	to	have	Delores	as	our	neighbor.

essential needs and Services

Basic	needs	were	met	
for	1,550	walk-ins,	such	
as	assistance	with	food,	
toiletries,	household	
products,	connection	to	
individual	ministry	or	
referral	to	a	partnering	
social	service	agency.

Volunteer	receptionists	
are	on	the	front	lines	daily,	assisting	walk-ins	at	our	
front	door.	Many	families,	schools	and	church	groups	
assist	with	the	collection	of	items	to	meet	basic	needs	
of	our	neighbors,	such	as	canned	goods,	toilet	paper	or	
diapers.	Shown	above	with	Sister	Phyllis	Hilbert	and	
one	such	donation	is	Religious	Education	Director,	Geri	
Hadlock,	of	St.	Mark	and	Our	Lady	of	Mercy	Parishes.	

Polished and Proud Properties

We	know	what’s	on	the	
inside	matters	too,	but	for	
the	facade	improvement	
projects	each	year,	it’s	the	
outer	shell	that’s	making	the	
difference.

Nine	residential	and	four	
commercial	properties	

received	exterior	improvements	this	year	from	the	
program.	To	achieve	a	greater	impact	this	year,	we	set	our	
eyes	on	properties	along	18th	Street	as	well	as	the	Cherry	
Street	corridor.	

We	hope	you	take	a	moment	to	notice	these	shining	
improvements	next	time	you’re	in	the	neighborhood.	

Full Plates

When	hunger	and	food	insecurity	kept	resurfacing	as	
concerns	from	a	2000	neighborhood	survey,	SSJNN	
co-founders,	Sr.	Mary	Herrmann	and	Sr.	Carol	Wilcox,	
turned	to	St.	Paul’s	Church	at	16th	and	Walnut.	They	
came	away	with	94	volunteers	after	their	very	first	
conversation	with	parishioners.

Since	then,	neighbors	have	come	together	every	Monday	
for	the	free	dinner.	That’s	more	than	850	meals	and	
counting.	Many	of	the	
meals,	as	Sister	Carol	would	
frequently	say,	“are	gourmet	
in	quality	for	our	neighbors.”

95	cooks	and	servers	gave	
1,176	hours	this	year	toward	
this	ministry.	More	than	
4,500	hot	meals	filled	the	
plates	of	neighbors	this	year.	

Clean up Crew

Our	streets	and	alleyways	are	looking	brighter	bit	by	bit,	
but	have	no	doubt,	there	is	still	an	abundance	of	litter	to	
address.	So	we	tackle	this	issue	in	a	big	way.

On	just	one	dumpster	day	in	Little	Italy	more	than	450	
tires	were	collected	in	just	a	few	hours	by	a	handful	of	
helpful	individuals.

In	one	afternoon,	583	volunteers	from	our	Eastside	
Multicultural	Community,	
including	500	McKinley	
Elementary	students	who	
call	that	area	home,	75	
Mercyhurst	University	
freshmen	and	8	employees	
from	Erie	Insurance,	
collected	over	13,774	items	
of	litter	in	the	neighborhood.	

Providing	Resources	for	Independence	(PRI)	has	also	
been	a	very	active	group	in	both	of	our	areas	on	the	litter	
and	beautification	beats.



a new Presence for SSJnn

Moving	into	a	new,	much	
larger,	office	space	in	our	
Eastside	neighborhood	also	
served	as	a	move	toward	
helping	revitalize	the	400	
block	of	East	26th	Street.	
Increased	accessibility	and	a	
new,	flourishing	garden	have	
brought	new	life	to	the	block.

Countless	volunteers	helped	to	make	a	home	for	our	
bikes,	gardening	tools,	meeting	space	and	more.

We	would	have	been	content	with	our	move	into	such	a	
prime	location	being	the	only	good	news,	but	making	it	
a	true	win-win	for	both	of	our	neighborhoods,	our	new	
site’s	former	tennant,	Angelo’s	Roofing,	moved	into	a	
vacant	building	at	1504	Cherry	and	is	now	happily	at	
home	in	Little	Italy.

Own Set of Wheels

Do	you	worry	about	your	mode	of	transportation?	

For	many	of	our	neighbors	the	answer	is	“yes.”		But	
due	to	the	bike	programs	operated	from	the	Eastside	
neighborhood,	104	youth	and	neighbors	in	need	of	
transportation	now	have	their	very	own	bikes	and	can	
put	that	worry	behind	them.

Volunteers	worked	two	nights	a	week	year-round,	with	
107	sessions	held	last	
year.		And	while	the	Pedal	
Mettle	earn-a-bike	program	
for	youth	continues,	the	
weekly	bike	lab	has	picked	
up	steam	and	has	youth	
and	adults	alike	scheduling	
appointments	and	learning	
crucial	bike	repairs.

Clued in about Careers

We	may	not	have	a	single	
photo	to	share	of	program	
director	Colleen	Burbules	
in	action	within	McKinley	
Elementary	and	Wilson	
Middle	Schools,	but	that	
doesn’t	take	away	the	fact	
that	875	unduplicated	
students	were	touched	

through	her	teaching	of	career	awareness	curriculum	at	
both	locations,	including	272	sessions	at	McKinley	and	
arranging	33	professionals	to	participate	in	a	speaker	
series	at	Wilson.	

Colleen	was	finally	caught	on	camera	as	she	was	
rightfully	honored	as	a	Youth	Worker	of	the	Year	through	

Unified	Erie.

Friendships and trust

On	the	City’s	Eastside,	the	SSJ	Neighborhood	Network	is	
helping	to	infuse	friendship	and	trust	between	neighbors,	
one	block	at	a	time.

This	summer	brought	more	than	500	neighbors	together	
through	small	and	individualized	block	parties,	focusing	
on	neighbors	living	right	across	the	street	from	one	
another	within	the	same	block.	New	and	old	neighbors	
alike	shared	a	meal	and	came	to	know	each	other	in	a	
new	and	personal	way	–	
one	that	builds	trust	and	
inspires	feelings	of	safety	
and	shared	responsibility	for	
the	care	and	keeping	of	the	
neighborhood.

This	approach	resulted	in	
more	individuals	attending	
and	volunteering	at	events,	
as	well	as	point-persons	being	established	within	groups	
of	immediate	neighbors.

Cultivated Culture and unity

Twelve	families	of	Bhutanese	
origin	come	together	to	
cultivate	the	Namaste	
Garden	at	1712	Sassafras	
Street	in	Little	Italy.

Unique	varieties	of	hot	
peppers,	beans,	greens	and	
more	serve	as	food	for	the	
neighbors	here,	but	also	

help	to	educate	other	cultures	about	these	neighbors’	
resourceful	techniques	in	seed	saving,	making	their	own	
spices	and	using	herbs	and	plants	medicinally.

This	year,	the	Namaste	and	three	other	gardens	in	Little	
Italy	played	host	to	more	than	100	third-graders	from	
Grover	Cleveland	Elementary	School,	who	came	to	
tour	and	learn	about	the	purpose	and	produce	of	each	
location.	

Flourishing Flower Gardens

If	you’ve	noticed	some	of	
the	flourishing	streetscape	
in	Little	Italy,	then	you’ve	
noticed	the	work	of	several	
young	adults	and	their	
mentor,	Sue.	

Starting	with	an	educational	
trip	to	Potratz	in	the	spring,	

the	crew	chose	appropriate	flowers	for	our	planter	benches	
and	followed	through	with	the	watering	and	weeding	
throughout	the	season.

Even	hearty	perennials	need	a	little	TLC	each	year,	so	
they	also	took	the	curb-side	gardens	under	their	wings	
and	made	18th	Street	just	a	little	brighter.	

Framework for renewal

The	Eastside	Action	Committee,	founded	in	the	summer	
of	2014,	is	an	18	member	group	of	concerned	neighbors,	
businesses,	and	other	leaders	in	the	community.	The	
group,	under	the	leadership	of	SSJNN,	is	rejuvenating	the	
Eastside	neighborhood	to	become	economically	viable,	
safe,	healthy	and	welcoming.

To	achieve	this	goal	they	are	following	the	framework	of	
the	successful	Pennsylvania	“Elm	Street”	model,	which	
our	Little	Italy	neighborhood	
also	follows.	Discussions	
include	neighborhood	
design,	image	and	identity,	
neighborhood	vitality,	and	
safe,	clean	and	green	spaces.		
The	committee	members	
are	seldom	seen	with	their	
feet	up,	regularly	helping	
to	support	block	parties,	
National	Night	Out,	garner	donations	and	more.

West 17th Street Gem

Shining	siding,	windows	and	shutters	upped	the	ante	on	
West	17th	Street	this	year	with	a	rehab	of	a	beautiful	old	
home	in	the	400	block.	

Finishing	touches	are	taking	place	on	the	inside	of	this	
two-unit,	and	there	is	a	waiting	list	of	people	hopeful	to	
move	in.

Affordable	housing	in	the	area	continues	to	be	a	need	
and	we	are	happy	that	this	
house	will	soon	be	home	to	
two	new	families	entering	
our	Genesis	home	ownership	
program.



Invaluable Volunteers 

We	can’t	say	it	enough	-	our	
efforts	are	made	possible	
due	to	the	hundreds	of	
volunteers	who	stand	before,	
behind	and	beside	us	to	
achieve	great	deeds	for	our	
neighborhoods.

Soup	kitchen	cooks,	servers,	
tutors,	mentors,	garden	coaches,	receptionists,	clean-
up	crews,	bike	repair	specialists,	community	activists,	
block	party	planners	-	these	are	just	a	few	of	the	jobs	that	
volunteers	take	on	as	they	join	in	our	daily	work.

Giving	a	whopping	total	of	8,019	hours	last	year,	328	
volunteers	put	the	“Network”	in	
SSJ	Neighborhood	Network.

THANK	YOU,	VOLUNTEERS!	

Safe Space to explore Creativity

Each	and	every	Wednesday	after	school	you	can	find	
budding	artists	engrossed	in	projects	at	SSJNN	under	the	
direction	of	their	steadfast	volunteer	teacher	Mary	Ann	
Huster.

It’s	art.	It’s	popular,	so	it’s	youth	excitedly	running	up	our	
stairs.	It’s	a	safe	space	where	kindness	is	exemplified.	It’s	
snack	time.	But	it’s	also	attention	being	paid,	praise	being	
given,	and	creative	gifts	being	boosted.	

Who	knows	what	other	great	
works	our	youth	will	achieve	
if	they	have	opportunities	
such	as	this	offered	to	them	
for	exploration	and	creative	
expression?	

Great Gardens and Great Workers 

Fourteen	teens	in	Little	
Italy	were	hired	for	our	
work	readiness	program.	
Partnered	with	an	adult	
“coach,”	they	dug,	planted	
and	weeded	every	Saturday	
from	April	to	September.	
Several	coaches	were	also	
residents	of	Little	Italy.

For	many	it	was	their	first	job,	and	the	teens’	excitement	
was	priceless	-	from	getting	their	working	papers	to	
getting	their	first	paycheck.	Ten	of	the	fourteen	were	the	
only	wage	earners	in	their	families.	Five	of	the	fourteen	
went	on	to	pursue	other	jobs.

We	are	so	hopeful	for	this	program’s	ability	to	break	
the	cycle	of	poverty,	provide	opportunity,	and	teach	
work	ethic	and	soft	skills.	We	are	proud	of	all	our	teens	
learned,	and	thankful	for	the	volunteer	garden	coaches	
who	kept	spirits	high,	got	soaked	on	rainy	days,	and	
stayed	the	course	with	these	young	adults.

Standout Workers

Max	was	one	of	our	teen	garden	workers	this	year,	work-
ing	at	the	19th	&	Myrtle	Urban	Farm	and	the	Little	Italy	
Farmers	Market.

If	there	was	any	doubt	that	these	youth	are	turning	into	
great	workers,	we	can	turn	to	their	booth	at	market—a	
source	of	financial	sustainability	for	the	gardens	and	the	
work	readiness	program—which	tripled	its	profits	over	
last	year.	

Max	now	holds	down	two	
other	jobs	and	is	currently	
saving	for	a	car.	

Once	timid	and	hesitant	
to	speak	up	because	of	his	
Ukrainian	accent,	we	are		
proud	of	how	Max	has	grown	
into	a	leader,	and	how	he	
helps	to	maintain	beautiful	and	bountiful	spots	in	the	
Little	Italy	neighborhood.

thank You Donors! 

Your	support	makes	transformation	happen:
Don & Vickie Abbott, Mary Adiutori, Agility Marketing, Mary Anne 
Albaugh & Dennis Borczon, Jay & Ruth Alberstadt, Carol Alberstadt, 
Alkeme LLC, Anthony Allegretto, Liz Allen, William & Margaret Alloway, 
Amazon Smile, Nancy Andersen, Elsie Arnold, Mary Anne Ashworth, 
Pete Austin, Austin Real Estate Inc., E. E. Austin & Son Inc., Paul 
& Kathleen Bailey, Edward Bajorek, George Banister, Jeannette 
Barczynski, Susan Barry, Diane Baumgardner, Lisa Baumgardner, 
Virginia Bello, Berry Plastics Corp., Laurie Best, Bianchi Motors, Bike 
Erie, Thomas & Sue Blecki, Fred & Debra Bouquin, John & Karen 
Bozza, Maureen Bradley, Stephen & Tina Branton, Robert & Jeanne 
Brim, Jeffrey & Amy Brinling, 
Deacon Richard & Victoria 
Brogdon, Lora Brown, Elizabeth 
Bucarelli, Valerie Bukowski, 
Marge Burbee, Heidi Burton, Lora 
Caldwell, Cascade Park Club, 
Jim & Heather Caspar, Joseph 
& Nancy Chiappazzi, Circolo 
Nazionale Lodge No. 122, Evan 
Clendenin & Amy Seese-Bieda, 
Louis Colaizzo, Lynnette Coleman, 
Joan Collins, Theresa Conti, SGA 
Edinboro University, Crime Victim Center, Scott & Miriam Crossman, 

Support and revenue

SUPPOrT
	 Contributions	&	donations	 426,437	 59% .......contributions/donations
	 Grants	 197,269	 27% ...................... Grants income
reVeNUe
	 Fundraising	 65,839	 9% ..............fundraising income
	 Rental	Income	 31,676	 4% .......................rental income
	 Interest	Income	 676	 .1% ..................... interest income

TOTaL SUPPOrT & reVeNUe 721,971

eXPeNSeS
	 Program	Services	 638,533	 92% ..................Program expense
	 Management	and	general	 39,165	 6% ........... Management expense
	 Fundraising	 15,127	 2% .............fundraising expense

TOTaL eXPeNSeS 692,825

Community Commitment

Five	corporate	pillars	
supported	our	work	to	
the	tune	of	$1,560,000	in	
tax	credit	donations	for	
projects	and	programming:	
Highmark	Health,	
Marquette	Savings	Bank,	
Northwest	Bank,	Erie	
Insurance	and	PNC	Bank.	

Part	of	a	6-year	plan,	our	2017	projects	included	blight	
removal,	property	renovation,	facade	grants,	an	artful	
and	green	bus	shelter	contest,	surveillance	cameras,	
urban	farming,	Pedal	Mettle	earn-a-bike	program,	
the	Little	Italy	Farmers’	Market,	career	awareness	and	
instruction	to	elementary	and	middle	school	students,	
and	LED	porch	lights	given	to	neighbors	in	high	
risk	areas.	We	are	very	grateful	to	these	investors	and	
the	Neighborhood	Assistance	Tax	Credit	Program	
made	available	by	the	PA	Dept.	of	Community	and	
Economic	Development,	and	look	forward	to	carrying	
out	more	projects	over	the	next	5	years.

FInanCIal reVIeW



Sr. Catherine Manning, SSJ, Kathleen Mannino, Thomas & Kathryn 
Marinock, Christina Marsh, Chris Martin, Art & Helen Ann Martinucci, 
Mary F. Adiutori Enterprises, Rev. Msgr. Richard Mayer, Dale & Lynn 
McBrier, Kevin McCabe, Anna & Hugh McCartney, Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. 
McCormick, Sr. Phyllis McCracken, SSJ, Gini McDermott and Michael 
Richardson, Dennis P. McGuire, Sean & Ann McLaughlin, James & 
Barbara McNamara, Cathy McWilliams, Namon McWilliams, Medical 
Associates of Erie, John & Meghan Mehler, Judy Miculandra, Gretchen 
Mikelonis, Ann Miller, Francine Miseyka, Pamela Moore, Morrocco 
Motors, Mary Schaaf Mulard, Joe Murphy, Nancy Compernolle Murray, 
National Fuel Gas, Timothy & Lisa NeCastro, C. Jackson Newell, Barrie 
Jones Nolan, Barbara Noonan,  
Northwest Savings Bank, Our 
Lady of Peace School, Sr. Colette 
Palmer, SSJ, Rudy & Mary Beth 
Passauer, Martha Pastore, Elvera 
Payne, Mike & Judy Pelinsky, Julie 
Pelkowski, Jerry & Joan Peterson, 
Stephanie & Rich Peterson, PHB 
Inc., Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Phillips, 
Susan  Pintea, Charlene Kerr & 
John Piper, Samuel Pirrello, Michael 
& Michele Plazony, PNC Bank, 
Bryan Pol, Jason Porreco, Ben & Julia Nene Pratt, Deacon Dave & Judy 
Pratt, Presque Isle Downs Inc., Pro Waste Services Inc., Pulaski Club, 
Purchase and George, John & Cindy Purvis, Quinn Law Firm, Mike & 
Anne Rahner, Richard & Wilma Rahner, Sunil & Debby Raina, Lalida Raj, 
Jessie C. Rathbun, Jennifer Rautine, Raven Sound Rental LLC, Reddog 
Industries, Marilyn Redenius, Richard Reichel, JR Reichert, Kathleen M. 
Reichert, Ellen Richards, Thomas & Mary Ann Ritter, Charles & Donna 
Roberts, Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie, Marilyn Rositer, Annalise 
Rowane, David & Doreen Russo, James & Mary Rutkowski Jr., Tom & 
Linda Rys, Dr. Ravinder Sabherwal, Sacred Heart Church Staff, Sacred 
Heart Usher’s Society Inc., Matt Sahlman, Anthony & Wanda Salvia, Joe 
& Anita Salvia, Lucia Salvia, Mark & Lisa Salvia, Roy Sambuchino, William 
& Susan Sapone, Richard Sasala, Dan & Dawn Schaaf, Charles & Rose 
Schlaufman, Bruce & Rose Scouten, Marlene Scully, Loretta Seigley, 
Deb Seng, Rita Serafini, Sr. Angela Marie Servidea, Harold & Charlotte 
Sheldon, Shenango Valley Catholic School System, Joy Sherred, Kenneth 
& Coleen Sherwin, Catherine & John Shimek, Helen P. Shimek, Jay & 
Cass Shimek, Tim & Annalyn Shuttleworth, Charlene Sisson, Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania, Lucille & Fred  Sitzler, Slovak 
National Club, Donna C. Smith, Gary Smith, Lisa Anne Smith, Mark Smith, 
Monica Smith, Conrad Sobczak, 
Society of Holy Trinity, Sons of Italy in 
America, South Erie Turners, Frank 
& Elaine Marie Spaeder Haas, Saint 
Mary’s Home of Erie, St. Vincent 
Hospital Executive Team, Darnell  
Stallworth, Star Athletic Club, William 
Steger, Zachary Stickle, James 
Strobe, Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, 
Kathleen Sullivan, Ruth Swaney, 
Holly & Larry Sydow, 
Cleonice Tavani, Andrew & Pay Tellers, Gregory & Carmella Tellers, Philip 
& Mary Temple, David & Mary Teufel, The Bon Ton Stores Inc., 

Donors, Continued:

Joe & Susan Cunningham, 
Leslie Curtis, Daniel & Kathleen 
Dahlkemper, John & Jennifer Davis, 
Kathleen Davis, Mike DeDad, Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society, Atty. Mark & 
Amy Denlinger, DeSantis Signs, Sr. 
Lucille DeStefano, SSJ, Richard & 
Sally DiBacco, Sue DiCara, Raylene 
& Paul Dill, Ed & Betty Ann DiMattio, 
Ernest & Elizabeth DiSantis, Ron 
& Ann DiVecchio, Chuck & Nancy 

Donnelly, Sr. Ann Donohue, SSJ, Thomas & Mary Alice Doolin, John & 
Jean Downey, Carol Doyle,  Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center Inc., Steve & 
Susan Drabant, John & Maureen Draskovic, Dave & Gretchen Gallagher 
Durney, Sr. Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ, Bradley & Ellen Eastwood, Dave & 
Nancy Eichelsdorfer, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ek, Michael & Lynne Elia, Mr. & 
Mrs. George Elias, Eileen Engel, Erie Beer Company, Erie Insurance 
Giving Network, George & Cynda Espy, Evolution Inc., Gretchen Fairley, 
Eileen Falcon, Cynthia Farabaugh-Hood, James & Katherine Fatter, 
Robert & Joyce Feldman, Madeleine Felion, Lorianne Feltz, David & 
Sandra Filippi, Jeffrey & Kendra Flatley, Mary Forgenie, Pete & Karen 
Fortebraccio, Bill & Jan Fowler, Sr. Margaret Frank, SSJ, Sara Fredette, 
Gwenn Freeman, Sr. Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, Alice Furhman, James & 
Dolores Garvey, William P. Garvey, Kathleen Gausman, GECAC, Mr. & 
Mrs. James Gehrlein, Dorothy Gianoni, Jane & Peter Gilewicz, Giuseppe 
Mazzini Civic Association, Robert & Mary Alice Glowacki, Edward & Rita 
Goebel, Rosmari Graham, Great Lakes Metal Finishing, Shari Gross & 
Judy Zurinski, Charles Guagliardi, Colleen Hammon, Patricia Hardner, 
Meg Healy, Mr. & Mrs. John Heintzel, Naida Hernandez, Lori Hetrick, Mary 
L. Hickin, Joseph Hilbert, William & Martha  Hilbert, William & Rebecca 
Hilbert Jr., Jeffrey Hileman, Madeline C. Hromyak, Ginny Hughes, Humes 

Chrysler Jeep Dodge & Ram, Jeff 
& Judith Idzik, Fred & Bernie Infield, 
Michele Inter, Italian American 
Women’s Club, Lucy John, John 
J. Agnello Heating and Cooling, 
Gary & Becky Johnson, Norma 
Johnson, James & Shawna Jones, 
Rita Kane, Kearsarge Auto Parts, 
Coterie Club & Pam Kelley, Michael 
& Lindsay Kennedy, Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas W. Kennedy, Dr. Dinesh 
& Ritu Khera, Jane Kirk, Cynthia 

Kirk-Carpenter, Kiwanis Club of Erie Foundation, Midge Klebes, Knights of 
Columbus OLMC, Knights of St. John Building Association, Chris Kohler, 
Angie Kontur, John & Joan Konzel, Maureen Koseff, Ron & Karen Krahe, 
Denise Krainski, Ruth & Michael Kredovski, Jessica Krugger, Dana & 
Paula Kubiak, Howard & Joanne Kubinski, Kubinski Business Machines, 
Patricia J Kuehl, La Nuova Aurora Society, Patricia Lacy, Abner Lagares, 
Larry’s Central Market, David & Kathleen Lastowski, Daniel & Peggy 
Laughlin, LECOM, Joseph Legnasky, Frank & Julie Leonard, Marianne & 
Dan Levstek, Mary Lewis, Mary Ellen Lieb, Loesel Schaaf Insurance, Lisa 
Lopez, Lord Corporation, Marilyn Losapio, Sr. Joyce Lowrey, SSJ, Paul 
Lukach, Judith Lynch, Mary Stephany Theiss Lyons, MacDonald Illig Jones 
& Britton LLP, Marshall Mack, Timothy & Sheila Mack, Andrea & David 
Maille, Michael & Jean Malthaner, Thelma Manendo, 

Community Development, PNC Foundation, Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Erie, Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania, United Way 
Combined Federal Campaign, United Way of Erie County, United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee, United Way Summit City, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

ERIE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUNDS: William C. 
Bloomstine, Barbara Scott Crawford, James & Shawna Jones, John 
& Nancy Hilbert, William & Rebecca Hilbert, Richard & Mary Ann 
McCormick, Virginia L. McGarvey, Thomas & Mary Quinn, Mr. & Mrs. 
Bruce Raimy, Walter Family, James C. & Kathleen R. Woll  

IN-KIND DONATIONS: Alkeme Mediterranean Café, Allburn Florists, 
Jack & Marion Armstrong, Maureen 
Arndt, Mary Anne Ashworth, Indra 
Basnet, Barbara Bauda, Kathleen 
Benson, Peggy Billig, Cindy Billisits, 
Blessed Sacrament Church, 
Bloom Collaborative, Ronald 
Blosser, Brewerie at Union Station, 
Leanne Brown, Wally Brown, Sr. 
Ann Marie Cappello, SSJ, Donna 
Carlino, Heather Cash, Cathedral 
Prepatory School, Elaine Clyburn, 
CMK Planning, Theresa Conti, Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection, Judie 
DelFreo, DeSantis Signs, Brenda Desser, Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, 
SSJ, Dragonfly Lake Scents, Dave Durney, Mike Durney, Steve Easly, 
Edible Arrangements, Erie Bank, Erie Beer Co., Erie County Farms, Erie 
Insurance, Erie Kiwanis Club, Erie Times Publishing Co., Andrew Falcon, 
James Gehrlein, Giuseppe Mazzini Civic Assoc., Grandview Elementary, 
Maureen Griffin, Jay Habas, Rebecca Haverly, Jean  Heintzel, Lori Hetrick, 
Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, Kim Hitchcock, Howard Hanna, Howard Industries, 
Jessie Hubert, International Bakery, Lucy Johnson, Lori Johnson, Angie 
Kontur, La Nuova Aurora Society, Ladies of Montenero, H. Jack Langer, 
Larese Floral, Larry’s Central Market, Laureate Chapter, Beta Sigma Phi, 
Abigail Lechner, Colleen Littrell, Janice Loche, Lucia T. Salvia CPA, Cindy 
Marino, Marquette Savings Bank, Patti Matczak, Matt Mead Photography, 
Dr. Gary McEnery, Brenda McGowan, Thomas Minarcik, Arrowhead 
Wine Cellars, Inc., Jen Monacello, Northwest Savings Bank, Katherine 
Nuber, Octagon Acres Cynthia Olesky, George Opron, Fil Orr, Our Lady of 
Peace Church, Our Lady of Peace Rosary Society, Our Lady’s Christian 
School, Peace by Piece Farm, PHB, Inc., Potratz Floral Shop, Rapid 
Transit Co., Inc., Sr. Ricarda Vincent, SSJ, April Roy, Saint Vincent Century 
Club, Debbie Salamon, Joseph Salvia, Marlene Scully, Janet Sedelmyer, 
Deborah Seng, David Smith, John Sobotincic, Andrea Sprickman, Saint 
Mary’s Home of Erie, St. Julia’s 
Church, St. Mark’s Catholic Church, 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Aaron Susmarski, Ron Susmarski, 
Tastefully Simple, Teresa’s Italian 
Deli, The Overlake Nine-Hole Ladies 
League, Jeanne Torrance, Morgan 
Twombly, Audrey Vieira, Holly Villella, 
David Wachter, Tom Welch, Judy 
Welch, Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ, Jane 
Zawadzki

Donations from 7/1/7/2016 – 6/31/2017. Please contact (814) 454-7814 or 
jsprickman@ssjnn.org to correct errors. THANK YOU!                

thank You, Donors!

Allison Thomas, Karen Tobin, M.A.  
Trott, U Frame It, Gerard Uht, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie, United Way Combined 
Federal Campaign, United Way of 
Erie County, United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee, United Way Summit 
City, David & Audrey Urban, Sr. Ann 
Loretta Urmann, SSJ, Tammy Van 
Buren, SSJAg, Vanguard, Patricia 
Vendetti, Gary Veschecco, Villa Maria 

Convent, Joseph Villella, Lorraine & Hillert Vitt, Russell & Robin Warner, 
Wedgewood Investors Inc., Lynn Weissert and Jill Rouke, Welders Supply, 
Patty & Bob Wellington, Susan Wellman, Jim & Kim Wertz, Scott & Linda  
Whalen, David White, Rena  Wierbinski, Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ, Linda 
Williams, George Willis, Julie Wilson, Tom & Annette Wittmann, Mary 
Wolf, Roberta Wood, John & Kathryn Yaggy, Jack Yakish, Joseph Zaczyk, 
Therese Zamboldi, Mary Ann Zarnick, Len & Barb Zawistowski

IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF: In honor of Cindy Brown by Sr. 
Mary Fromknecht, SSJ; In honor of Sister Linda Fusco by Sr. Mary Ellen 
Dwyer, SSJ; In honor of Bill Gocella by Sr. Barbara Gocella, SSJ; In 
honor of Robert and Mary Alice Haibach by Mark Haibach; In honor of 
Sr. Phyllis Hilbert by Carol Alberstadt; In honor of Sr. Colette Palmer and 
Sr. Martha Howick by Virginia Borkowski; In honor of SSJ Jubilarians 
by Sr. Andre Fuelner, SSJ and Sr. Marjorie Adams, SSJ; In honor of 
Tim NeCastro by David & Catherine Bednar, Pamela Carullo, Lorianne 
Feltz, Gregory Gutting, Robert Ingram, Sean & Ann McLaughlin, Jay & 
Debra Miller, Gerald & Dionne Oakley, Mitchell & Sherri Silver, Douglas 
& Jennifer Smith; In honor of Dolores Pasiecznik by Joseph Havrilla; In 

honor of Susan Wilber by Mary Ann 
Carmichael; In honor of Dale Wygant 
by Dale & Kathy Wygant; In memory 
of Sophie Bruno by Geraldine Burling, 
Gary & Carolyn Carmosino, Mary 
Ellen Grisier, Marion Miller, Debra 
Rudd, Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, 
SSJ, Betty Smith, Robert & Darlene 
DiMichele, Our Lady of Peace 
School, Crystal Pollock, John & 
Laurie Swenson, Mark & Kathleen 

D’Annibale; In memory of Shirley DePalma by Ron DiVecchio; In memory 
of Rita Kaiser Glover by Leslie Curtis, Daniel & Yvonne Glover, Anne 
Bolash, Mary Ann Brugger; In memory of Mary Ann Kaiser by Marie 
Connelly, Bob & Mary Alice Haibach, Louis & Deborah Montefiori, Mary 
Weiser, Joan Zonna, Mary Jane Lash Antoon, Raymond Bloxdorf, Richard 
& Margaret Gardner and another anonymous donor; In memory of Marie 
Nedza by Gary & Nancie Blauschard; In memory of Tim Rocco by Toni 
Flatley, Darlene Lozowski; In memory of Rose Schafer by Kathleen Iarussi; 
In memory of Rachael and Carolyn Shannon by an anonymous donor; In 
memory of Bobbie Wood by James & Kathleen Baldwin 

GRANTORS AND FOUNDATIONS: City of Erie, County of Erie, 
Erie County Gaming Revenue Assoc., Erie CropWalk, Erie Insurance 
Giving Network, GAP, GE Foundation, Highmark Health Insurance, La 
Nuova Aurora Society, Leader of Men RC, LECOM, Marquette Savings 
Bank, Northwest Savings Bank, PA Department of  Edonomic and 
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Sisters	of	St.	Joseph	Neighborhood	Network	
425	West	18th	Street
Erie,	PA	16502

a tribute to Sister Carol Wilcox, SSJ January	1,	1943	-	July	19,	2017

With	the	heaviest	of	hearts	this	summer,	we	said	farewell	to	one	of	our	founders	and	our	dear	friend,	Sister	Carol	
Wilcox.	Her	way	of	living	our	mission	and	the	teachable	moments	she	showed	us	and	so	many	neighbors	will	never	be	
forgotten.	Her	spirit	lives	on	here	at	the	SSJ	Neighborhood	Network	in	countless	ways.	

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end,
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  Lamentations 3:22-23

In lOVInG MeMOrY


