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Little Italy Neighborhood and
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425 West 18th Street, Erie PA 16502
814-454-7814

East Side Neighborhood Office:
504 East 27th Street, Erie PA 16504

814-870-9020

•	 Poverty does not rob you of human decency;
•	 Children say the funniest things
•	 Every child deserves to be loved, clothed, 

fed, educated and nourished to grow
•	 Family comes in many different forms and 

does not just include people you share a 
blood line with

•	 Fixing broken sidewalks makes a world of 
difference

•	 Children do not see in color
•	 People in poverty don’t think they are poor
•	 Poverty does not equate to not work hard;
•	 A garden’s growth can inspire the growth of 

a community
•	 A mural can be the foundation of creative 

positive movement
•	 The world is a beautiful place, with beautiful 

people and we are all neighbors regardless 
of where our home is located

The definition of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
is a group of courageous vibrant women, 
wrapped in a cloak of Christian beauty, forging 

ahead to make a difference in the world – and 
encouraging us to run alongside them. With their 
visionary leadership, we are creating awareness 
for the needs of our neighbors, developing 
successful, sustainable programs and 
generating positive change in the City of Erie.  
Along the journey we have seen original seeds 
that were planted grow into the most glorious 
blossoms. Children are graduating high school, 
art is being infused into communities, crime is 
reducing, neighborhoods are showing signs of 
reinvestment, gardens are providing food for 
families and businesses are expanding. 
And every step of the way, we are learning 
wonderful lessons as we walk the journey with 
our neighbors.
We look forward to continuing our journey 
thanks to your support. The seeds you have 
helped us sow are making a difference. Thank 
you for your faith in our work. As we continue to 
evolve, we are blessed to call you neighbor.

Rosmari Graham
Executive Director

Our Mission:
The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network, sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of 

Northwestern Pennsylvania, provides leadership, advocates for local residents, and partners with the 
broader community to develop opportunities for both personal growth and neighborhood revitalization.
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Continue to plant seeds of trust and faith. They will bear great fruit.
In the basement of our building each year before the thaw, seeds are started and tended to. Teen 
garden workers like DeShawn, at left, work with volunteer garden coaches like Gary, on right, to 
sow the seeds then plant and nurture them in the gardens through the spring, summer, and fall.

4%

33%

10%

51%

2% 0%

Funding Sources
Rental Income ($30,875)

Grants ($235,261)

Fundraising ($69,918)

Contributions ($369,304)

Non-cash Donations ($16,155)

Investment Income ($1,762)

From the Director: Lessons Learned Along the Journey
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Volunteer your time and talent individually 
or with a group you belong to - with our youth 
programs, soup kitchen, gardens, office duties, 
events, committees, clean-ups, & much more.

Donate hygiene & household products, non-
perishable food items, snacks for children’s 
programs, paper products for the soup kitchen, art 
supplies, used bicycles & parts.

Contribute by using the envelope enclosed 
for your convenience, on our website, or consider 
making long term financial plans for SSJNN and 
the vital neighbors and neighborhoods it serves in 
the city.

Attend the 11th Annual Guess That Tune 
Gala on Saturday, April 29th, 2017 at the Bayfront 
Convention Center

Editor’s Note: As many know, Rose Graham is now working with Edinboro University as the director of grants and new programs. We 
thank Rose for her visionary leadership and the growth we’ve experienced these past years under her guidance, and wish her the very 
best as she tackles her new role. In August, Heather May Caspar joined the SSJNN as our new executive director. Welcome, Heather!
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SSJNN served 311 
unduplicated youth last year in 

individualized and small group 
programs, including: art, basketball, 
chorus, cooking, folk art, gardening, 

tutoring, mentoring, Pedal Mettle 
(earn-a-bike), sewing and story time.

More than 
600 

neighbors came 
together for 

National Night 
Out with the 

neighborhood 
watch groups 
and local law 
enforcement.

1,550 walk-in neighbors were 
provided assistance by Sister 

Phyllis Hilbert and the volunteer 
receptionists, including 315 families 

serviced with diapers. 

13 facade improvement projects 
were completed in Little Italy on 6 

businesses and 7 residences, totaling 
$74,449.25. $50,000 of those face-lifts 
were funded by generous SSJNN tax 

credit donors.

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS! Marjorie Adams, SSJ, Mary F. Adiutori Enterprises, Mary Anne Albaugh, MD & Dennis Borczon, MD, All Saints Parish, Violet Allison, Amazon Smile, American Hollow Boring Co., American Refining Group Inc., Nancy A. Andersen, Mary C. McCarthy, Mary Anderson, Elsie Arnold, Mary Anne Ashworth, Pete Austin, Frank & Julie Baganski Jr., Edward Bajorek, Jean Baptiste, SSJ, Barber National Institute, Susan Barry, Bill & Barb Barthelmes, Diane Baumgardner, L. K. Baumgardner, 
Bay City Gardeners, Virginia Bello, Berry Plastics Corp., Bianchi Honda & Jason Porreco, Marie Celeste Bindseil, SSJ, Thad Birch, William C. Bloomstine, Mike, Julie & Chris Boam, Bon Ton Stores Inc., Richard C. Boyle, John & Karen Bozza, Elizabeth J. Bucarelli, Charles & Judy Buckeye, Valerie Bukowski, Robert & Christina Burns, Heidi Burton, Ann Marie Capello, SSJ, Willis & Mary Cardot, James & Heather May Caspar, Cathedral Prep, Catholic Charities, Serafina Cavicchio, Robert Chambers, Marion Chaney, Joseph 
& Nancy Chiappazzi, Children & Youth Services Fund, Mary Cilladi, Josephine Cimino, Circolo Nazionale Lodge No. 122, Clare Marie Beichner, SSJ, Matthew & Karen Clark, Renee Clark, Evan Clendenin & Amy Seese-Bieda, Deacon Denis & Mary Coan, Joan Collins, Combined Federal Campaign, Marty Connelly, Patricia Copenhaver, Barry Copple, Coterie Club, County of Erie, CPR Developers LLC, Crime Victim Center, Crop Walk, Donald Damon, Kathleen Davis, Mr. & Mrs. David L. Davis, Mike DeDad, Atty. Mark & Amy 
Denlinger, Nick & Rita DeSantis, Richard & Sally DiBacco, Joseph & Rose DiBuono, Susan J. DiCara, Mark DiCorpo, Edward & Betty DiMattio, Christine DiVecchio-Walnoha, Dobrich Properties, Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ, Chuck & Nancy Donnelly, Mary Alice Doolin Thomas, Donna Douglass, John & Jean Downey, Mary Thomas Downing, SSJ,  Steve & Susan Drabant, Dave & Gretchen Gallagher Durney, Mike & Janice Durney, Anna Dushole, E. E. Austin & Son Inc., East Erie Moose Family Center #593, Edible Arrangements, 
Edinboro United Methodist Church, Edinboro University Porreco College, Erie Arts & Culture, Erie Beer Company, Erie Community Foundation, Erie County Gaming Revenue Association, Erie CropWalk, Erie Dawn, Erie Insurance, Erie Insurance Giving Network, Eriez Magnetics, George & Cynda Espy, Jeffrey W. Evans, Flo Fabrizio, Anna Faraglia, Francesco Faraglia, Robert & Joyce Feldman, Madeleine Felion, Barbara Feltenberger, First Presbyterian Church of Waterford, Jeff & Kendra Flatley, Mary Forgenie, Bill & Jan 
Fowler, Frances Freitas, Robert Frenzel, Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, Kathie Fry, Vernon Frye, Theresa Fryer, Alice Furhman, Joseph & Geraldine Gallagher, Gannon, GAP Stores Inc., James & Dolores Garvey, GE Foundation, GECAC, GFWC Presque Isle Womans Club, Peter & Jane Gilewicz, Giuseppe Mazzini Civic Association, Barbara Gocella, SSJ, William & Donna Gocella, Edward & Rita Goebel, Maxine Gold, Gospel Hill Garden Club, Great Lakes Metal Finishing, Rick Griffith, Robert & Diane Guthrie, Rev. James Gutting, 
Bob & Mary Alice Haibach, Donald & Judith Halcom, James & Julia Hamilton, Alana Handman, Patricia Hardner, Harley Davidson - Evolution, Hawaii Pacific Area CFC, Gary & Renee Haythorn, Michele Healy, SSJ, Jean Heintzel, Naida Hernandez, Mary Herrmann, SSJ, Mike Herrmann, Mary L. Hickin, Bill & Martha Hilbert, John & Nancy Hilbert, William & Rebecca Hilbert Jr., Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, FK Hoffman, Ginny Hughes, Virginia Hughes, Humes Chrysler, Plymouth, Jeep & Dodge, Jeff & Judith Idzik, Fred & Bernie Infield, 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Jones, Rita Kane, Kearsarge Auto Parts, Michael & Lindsay Kennedy, Kathleen Kern, Gretchen & Aaron Kerr, Charlene Kerr-Piper, Dr. Dinesh & Ritu Khera, Daniel & Yasuko Klebes, Midge H. Klebes, Renee Kloecker, Ehren & Joy Knapp, Knights of St. George, Knights of St. John Building Associaton, Alan & Maureen Koseff, Stephen & Kelly Kovacs, Ron & Karen Krahe, Denise E. Krainski, Ruth & Michael Kredovski, Msgr. Henry Kriegel, Patricia Jane Kuehl, Stephen & Linda Kuhn, La Nuova Aurora Society, 
Patricia Lacy, Elaine Lamm, Henry & Maria Langer, Larry’s Central Market. Thomas Laska, David & Kathleen Lastowski, Dan & Peggy Laughlin, Leader of Men RC, Joseph Legnasky, Frank & Julie Leonard, Howard & Jane Levin, Dan & Marianne Levstek, Robert & Barbara Lewis, Mary Ellen Lieb, Patricia Liebel, Little Italy Neighborhood Watch, Janice Locke, Loesel-Schaaf Insurance, Anthony Logue, Laura & Ben Lombardozzi, Lord Corporation, Joyce Lowrey, SSJ, Lucy John, Graham & Barbara Lund, Thomas & Kathleen 
Macaluso, MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton, John & Deborah Ann Maciak, David & Andrea Maille, Linda Major, James & Mary Margaret Malue, Lisa Manendo, Thelma Manendo, Catherine Manning, SSJ, Kathleen J. Mannino, Marquette Bank, Chris Martin, Rev. Dennis Martin, Art & Helen Ann Martinucci, Patricia Mayer, Rev. Richard Mayer, Richard McCormick, Dennis P. McGuire, James & Barbara McNamara, Mary Kay McNelis, SSJ, Judy Miculandra, Judith Minichelli, Mike & Andrea Mirth, Connie Monahan, Montenero Ladies 
Society, Ben & Pat Montifiori, Carol Morehouse, SSJ, Michael & Elizabeth Morrison, Morrocco Motors, Calvin & Carol Morse, Mary Narus, National Fuel, National Fuel Christmas Cares Committee, Timothy & Lisa NeCastro, Donna Nicholas, Allen & Christine Niemi, John Nies Jr., Barrie Nolan, Northwest Savings Bank, Rev. Mark A. Nowak, Margaret O’Brien, SSJ, Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ, Cindi Olesky, OLMC Knights of Columbus, Maria Onuffer, SSJ, George & Christine Opron, Our Lady of Peace Church, Our Lady of Peace 
School, Colette Palmer, SSJ, Partnership of Women Religious Inc., Elvera Payne, Peace by Piece, Stephen & Alicia Pelkowski, Margaret Pellerite, SSJ, Perseus House, PHB Inc., Deborah Phillips, Joseph & Carol Pillitteri, Robert & Vickie Pirrello, Samuel Pirrello, John & Janet Plavcan, PNC Bank, PNC Foundation Matching Gift Program, Judy & Dave Pratt, Pulaski Club, Quinn Law Firm, Thomas & Mary Quinn, Richard & Wilma Rahner, Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Raimy, Sunil & Debby Raina, Reddog Industries, Marilyn Redenius, J. 
Reichert, Kathleen M. Reichert, Richard & Carmella Rentschler, James & Beth Respecki, Rexnord Foundation Inc., Joseph & Lisa Reynolds, Lou & Ellen Richards, Albert & Margaret Richardson, Rick Weaver Buick, Marvin Ridgeway, Thomas & Mary Ann Ritter, Charles & Donna Roberts, Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie, Amy Rupp, James & Joann Rupp, Colleen Rush, Jim & Mary Rutkowski Jr., Maria Assumpta Ruza, SSJ, Tom & Linda Rys, Dr. Ravi & Shellie Sabherwal, Sacred Heart Parish, Saint Andrew’s Guild, Anthony 
& Wanda Salvia, Joe & Anita Salvia, Lucia Salvia, Pat Sauer, Dan & Dawn Schaaf, Rosie Schaaf, Schaffner Knight & Minnaugh, Joseph & Rhonda Schember, A.J. Scolio, Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Scouten, Marleen Scully, Susan Senchak, Michael Shannon, Margaret & Patrick Shaughnessy, Hal & Charlotte Sheldon, Peg Shenefelt, Joy Sherred, Catherine & John Shimek, Helen P. Shimek, Charlene Sisson, Sisters of St. Joseph Agregees, Sisters of St. Joseph of NW PA, Slovak National Club, Donna C. Smith, Gary F. Smith, Society 
of Holy Trinity, Sons of Italy in America, Sons of Little Italy, St. Andrews RC Church, St. Francis Ushers Club, St. John the Baptist Church, St. Mark Catholic Center, St. Mary’s Home of Erie, St. Vincent Health System CSF, St. Vincent Hospital, Joanne Starr, Kevin Stauffer, Frank & Lucille Strobel, Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, Kathleen Sullivan, Moira Sullivan, SSJ, Ruth Swaney, Donald & Anne Swift, Larry & Holly Sydow, Mary & Jerry Szymanowski, Cleonice Tavani, Gregory & Carmella Tellers, Daniel & Mary Ann Tempestini, 
Phil & Mary Temple, Naomi Teperow, The Reason for Our Hope Foundation, Marie Timmons, SSJ, James & Mary Ann Toohey, Michelle Tortorelli, Betsy Trocki, Michael & Maureen Trott, U Frame It, United Methodist Women, United Way of Erie County, United Way of Greater Milwaukee, United Way Summit City, Ann Loretta Urmann, SSJ, Gerald Villella, Holly Villella, R. Michael Vincent, Ricarda Vincent, SSJ, James & Renee Warden, Bernard & Doris Warzynak, Wedgewood Investors Inc., Welcome Club of Erie, Welders 
Suppply, Robert & Patty Wellington, Jim Wertz, Gary & Evelyn Wesman, Scott Whalen, David White, Mary Ann White, SSJ, Rena Wierbinski, Carol Wilcox, SSJ, George & Cindy Willis, Phil & Julie Wilson, Suzanne Winterberger, James C. & Kathleen R. Woll, John Young, John & Maryann Young, Joe Zaczyk, Len & Barb Zawistowski  IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS: Emmy Ahrens, Frank Altadonna, Jack & Marian Armstrong, Maureen Arndt, Art’s Bakery, Mike Bailey, Barbara Bauda, Blessed Sacrament Church, April Brown, 
Wally & Shelly Brown, Craig Buck, Valerie Bukowski, Rick & Lora Caldwell, Heather Cash, Joan Cerrona, Community Shelter Services, Cornerstone Bar & Grill, Miriam Crossman, Amy Cuzzola-Kern, Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection, John & Jennifer Davis, Ellen Deering, Dave & Patti Dexter, Ron & Ann DiVecchio, Linda Dougherty, Pamela Dowey, Annabelle Fischer, Kendra Flatley, Gary & Ann Flick, Maryanne Foglebach, Susan Frawley, Mary Gallagher, Gannon University Office of Advancement, Harka Ghising, Jane 
Gilson, Grace Church, Mary Griffin, Maureen Griffin, Heritage House, Matt & Jessie Hubert, James & Dolly Ianello, Judith Janke, Lucy John, Bob & Cathy Johnson, Junior League of Erie, Dora Kelly, Pamela Kiehlmeier, Faith Knowles, James & Shelley Kubaney, Ladies of Harley, Adele Larson, Charles Lehr, Susan Leon, Leone Brothers Realty, LLC, Maggie Link, Lisa Locke, Christine Lossie, Loyal Christian Benefit Association, Rita Lyle, Tom & Mary Lyons, Shirley Mack, Patti Matczak, David McAbee, Gary McEnery, Thomas 
McIntire, Mercyhurst University, April Merrow, Connie Monahan, Jennifer Monocello, Katherine Neuber Katherine Nuber, Sue Oler-Minarich, Christine Opron, Fil Orr, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel R.C. Church, Joan Peterson, John Pollock, Owen Rader, Mary Lou Rathers, Carol Richardson, Thomas Romeo, Rosary & Altar Society & Confraternity of Christian Mothers & Deacon John Mang, April Roy, Saint Vincent 25th Century Club, Saint Vincent Health Center, Marge Santabene, Santa’s Helpers, Rose Scouten, Jon & Janet 
Sedelmyer, Serendipity Emporium, Kathy Sertz, Holly Skala, Marybeth Smogorzewski, John Sobotincic, Ron Spero, Sisters of St. Joseph of NW PA, St. Ferdinand Church, St. Jude the Apostole Church, St. Julia RC Church, St. Mark RC Church Youth Group, St. Mary’s at Asbury Ridge, St. Patrick RC Church, St. Stephen Episcopal Church, Teresa’s Deli, The Gap Outlet, Jeanne Torrance, U Frame It & The Poster Annex, Rashell Ulrich, Villa Maria Elementary, Chris & Bridgette Wagner, Linda Weber, Wegmans West, Wendy’s, 
Jennifer Wilcox, Carol Wilcox, SSJ, Wild Birds Unlimited, Mary Ann Wisniewski, Dik Yannitello, Salvatore Zeolla TAX CREDIT PARTNERS, GRANTS & FOUNDATION SUPPORT: Erie Arts & Culture, Erie Community Foundation, Erie County Gaming Revenue Association, Erie Insurance Giving Network, Eriez Magnetics, Marquette Savings Bank, Northwest Savings Bank, St. Vincent Hospital, The Hardner Foundation, United Way of Erie County All contributions listed within these pages were received between 
July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. We sincerely apologize for any errors. Please alert us to corrections by contacting JoAnne Sprickman: 814-454-7814 or jsprickman@ssjnn.org. THANK YOU!

5,000 hot meals were served 
at our weekly soup kitchen at St. Paul 

Center to families, the homeless, 
elderly, working poor and more.

Urban art was installed, 
including bike racks, a mural 

and “Step Into Poetry” (poetry 
on the stairs). The poetry 

project, directed by Sr. Mary 
Lou Kownacki, OSB, was 

funded in part by Erie Arts & 
Culture, the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Neighborhood Network and an 

anonymous donor. Artist Joe 
Gallagher illustrated the poems 

on the east side. 

93 youth 
went on great 

experiential trips,
including: a week 
long stay at Camp 
Notre Dame, trip 

to the zoo, sporting 
events, theatre and 
dance events, and 

a media and design 
camp at Edinboro 

University.

12 large neighborhood clean-
up events were completed. In the 
Eastside Multicultural Community 

more than 15 tons of illegally dumped 
items were removed. Some of the areas 
focused on were alleyways, complete 
parcels, properties of elderly residents 

and main traffic corridors.

Implementation of the 
Federal Byrne Criminal 
Justice Grant began in 
Little Italy. Some of its 
components include 

increased code enforcement, 
police presence (via foot, 

bicycle & a mobile precinct 
unit), surveillance, a youth 

outreach worker, and 
collaboration with other 
organizations, businesses 

and residents. 

34 people received 
affordable housing and 

participated in the Genesis home 
ownership program that includes 

mentoring in budgeting, home 
maintenance and much more.

7 teens from Little Italy 
worked and learned in the 
gardens this year, and 2 of 
them sold produce at the 

farmers’ market. 10 farmers 
participated in the market, 
now in its fifth year. It continues 
to grow each year and more than 
$5,000 SNAP, WIC and 

Senior vouchers were redeemed 
and matched this season as 
incentives for neighbors to 

purchase fresh and healthy food.

SSJNN now has 4 
beautiful and thriving 
community gardens, 
plus one urban orchard. 

More than 60 neighbors 
grew produce in the 
gardens this year, and 

countless more individuals 
and groups and enjoyed 
their beauty, bounty and 
place for education and 

congregation.

271 volunteers 
contributed  

9,323 hours of time 
& talent, with a 

total dollar value 
of $280,175. This 
does not include 

the countless 
hours contributed 

by hundreds of 
volunteers from 

groups such 
as schools and 

churches.

Many 
neighborhood 

events, 
advisory 

committee 
meetings and 
neighborhood 

watch 
meetings 
were held 

throughout the 
year.

Growth requires faith in the journey
Each number represents a seed of hope, the nurturing of staff, volunteers and supporters,

and unwavering eyes on a mission to serve our neighbors.


