
(814) 454-7814
Check out our new website! www.ssjnn.org

Two Neighborhood Locations:
425 West 18th Street, Erie PA 16502
436 East 26th Street, Erie PA 16503

Sisters  of  St .  Joseph Neig hborhood Net work

2020 ANNUAL REPORT
Celebrating 20 Years of Service
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EmERgENcy NEEds

Over 5,200 hot 
meals were served 

at  our weekly 
soup kitchen 

ministry at St. 
Paul’s and more 
than 600 walk-

ins were provided 
with emergency 
needs such as 
food, hygiene 
and cleaning 

supplies, diapers, 
sheets and blankets. 

Each neighbor was also 
provided with referral 

to community agencies 
which address underlying 
needs such as inadequate 

employment, unstable 
housing, physical and 

mental healthcare.

celebrating 20 years
mEssAgEs FROm THE BOARd ANd dIREcTOR

2020 was a trying time for our community, but 
the SSJNN rose to meet the challenge. Led by our 
outstanding Executive Director and our dedicated staff 
and volunteers, the SSJNN was able to be a steady hand 
for the neighborhoods we serve. While the pandemic 
was and remains isolating to many, the Neighborhood 
Network helped maintain some semblance of social 
fabric for its many friends and neighborhoods. 

Thank you to all those who support this organization 
both financially and by donating your time and talent. 
Erie is a better place because of your support and 
because of our staff and volunteers. Like everyone, we 
eye 2021 with hope for a much better year than 2020. 

On a personal level, I’m proud to have had the 
opportunity to participate as Board Chair this past 
year and I’m excited to see the organization march into 
2021 with the rewarding challenge of implementing its 
Strategic Plan. 

Please continue all of your generous support. Let’s make 
our Erie neighborhoods thrive.

Pete Austin, Board Chair

We began the year with grand plans to celebrate 
our 20th Anniversary through expanded events 
and branded marketing initiatives. But 2020 had 
different plans, bringing a global pandemic, economic 
uncertainty, and efforts to correct social injustices to  
the forefront in our neighborhoods.

These crises have brought us full-circle, ensuring our 
efforts remain true to the enduring, original mission of 
the SSJs. In 1650 in Le Puy, France, the first Sisters of 
St. Joseph gathered around a simple kitchen’s hearth, 
dedicating themselves to ministering “with their feet 
in the street” to the needs of the “dear neighbors” 
suffering from unemployment, poverty, illness, and 
social injustice following Europe’s Thirty Years’ War.

The 2020 Board of Directors, Staff and many 
Volunteers of the Neighborhood Network share the 
deep compassion which was kindled by the fire in that 
kitchen’s hearth and have guided SSJ ministries for 
generations. With deep gratitude we thank our donors 
and community partners for making possible the 
continued service to our dear neighbors.

Heather Caspar, Executive Director

           20 YEARS OF SERVIC
E

2000-2020

BEcOmE INVOLVEd

VOLUNTEER your time and talent. 

dONATE hygiene and household products, 
non-perishable food and much more. 

cONTRIBUTE via www.ssjnn.org or by using 
the envelope enclosed. Consider making long-
term financial plans for SSJNN and the vital 

neighborhoods it serves across Erie.

OUR mIssION

The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood 
Network, sponsored by the Sisters of 

St. Joseph of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, provides leadership, 
advocates for local residents, and 

partners with the broader community to 
develop opportunities for both personal 
growth and neighborhood revitalization.

Chair: Pete Austin
Vice-Chair: Phil Temple
Secretary: Catherine Manning, SSJ
Treasurer: Julie Pelkowski
Immediate Past Chair: Cass Shimek
Exec. Director: Heather May Caspar

Member: Phyllis McCracken, SSJ 
Niken Astari Carpenter
Mary Fromknecht, SSJ
Robert Guthrie
Brian P. Hennessy
Lori Hetrick

Brian Sivillo 
Ann Stephanie Stano, SSJ, Ph.D.
Marianne Stuckert, SSJ
Patrice Swick
Dave Wachter
Julie Wilson

2019-2020 ssJNN BOARd OF dIREcTORs:

EcONOmIc dEVELOPmENT 
& cRImE PREVENTION

86 business and community 
stakeholders attended 24 
meetings to partner in 

neighborhood development. 
5 business owners received 

grants for façade improvements. We employed 22 
neighborhood teens for seasonal, highly supported work 
experiences in urban farming, bike repair and retail with 

neighborhood partners. Surveillance equipment was 
installed at 5 locations identified as hot spots.

ImPROVEd PHysIcAL ImAgE

A blighted property was 
demolished and replaced with 

green space and a property 
was renovated for sale to a 
family graduating from our 
home ownership program. 
Tom Ferraro and Ed Grout 

completed a mural on Larry’s 
Market, and a visiting artist from 
Spain, Manolo Mesa, completed a 
mural on Rog’s. Public art benches 
by Brad Triana, sculpture by Jamie 
Borowicz and additional plantings 
were installed at Three Sisters Park 

on W. 19th St. and 200 residents and 
volunteers completed neighborhood clean-up activities.

AFFORdABLE HOUsINg

Through 7 housing 
units, we provided 39 
family members with 
affordable housing, 
financial literacy, 

savings, and education 
toward the goal of 
home ownership. 

8 business or home 
owners and 3 land 

lords received grants 
for façade improvements or basic 

home repairs.

           20 YEARS OF SERVIC
E

2000-2020



Thank you donors! 
Your support enables us to keep the fire burning!

MONETARY CONTRIBUTORS: Carol & John Alberstadt, Alkeme LLC, Allburn Florist, Linda & Elbert Allen, 
Rebecca Alsalehi, Amazon Smile, Anita & Roger Amendola, Elisa Amendola, American Refining Group, Inc., 
Amerihealth Caritas Services, LLC, AMGEN, INC., Angelo’s Roofing & Construction, Msgr. Dan Arnold, Matthew & 
Elaine Arrigo, Asbury Community Seniors, Austin Real Estate, Inc., Katherine & Ronald Bailey, Reinhold & Linda 
Barchet, Cheryl Barsic, Vince Jean Bartone, Bay City Gardeners, David & Catherine Bednar, Clare Marie Beichner, 
SSJ, Gerda Benson, Doug & Adele Bethune, Bianchi Motors, Blessed Sacrament School, J.C. Bloomstine, Brian 
W. Bolash, Emily Bond, Jeffrey & Amy Brinling, Christopher Brown, Cynthia Brown, Wally & Shelly Brown,
Suzanne & Dan Byler, Robert Calabrese, Willis & Mary Cardot, Career Assessment Center, Carol E. Caro, Heather
Caspar, Pam & Christopher Catania, Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Catholic Foundation of Northwest PA,
Elaine Cavin, Marion Chaney, Chicago Community Foundation, Roland Ciacchini, Circolo Nazionale Lodge No.
122, Claire & Edward Hulefeld, Caitlin & Christopher Clark, Renee Clark, Joan Collins, Committee to Re-Elect Fiore Leone, Community Marketing and
Management Co., Barry Copple, Crime Victim Center, CWS/Erie Cropwalk, Shirley & Frank Czuewicz, Daniel & Kathleen Dahlkemper,                         

2019 - 2020 INCOME & EXPENSES
While COVID-19 cancelled our 2020 Annual Gala 

fundraising event, generous partners provided grants, 
corporate contributions and private donations to fund our 

work this year. And with an efficient staff and over 300 
volunteers, nearly every penny goes to our programs!

EX
PE

NS
ES

Programs
94.6%

5.2%
Management/Admin

Fundraising 0.2%

IN
CO

ME

Grants
47.3%

Rental Income 4.6%
Fundraising 0.6%

Donations
47.4%

cOmmUNITy ENgAgEmENT 
& yOUTH PROgRAms

146 bikes were 
given away to 

youth and adults 
for exercise and 
transportation. 

2 workshops were 
held for youth 

bicycle repair and 
4 youth took a 

bike field trip. 279 
neighbors used the 

Bike Recyclery. 
More than 600 
joined us for 2 

National Night Out 
events, block parties and farmers market 

events. 
26 youth participated in tutoring, one-on-one mentoring, 

or enrichment activities like art and cooking. 
23 sponsored youth attended Camp Notre Dame.

cOmmUNITy gARdENs 
& FARmERs mARkET

6 community 
gardens, 1 urban 
farm and 2 urban 
orchards provided 

more than 60 
families with 

opportunity to grow 
their own fresh 

produce. More than 
4,000 attended 
the Little Italy 

Farmers Market 
over 14 Mondays 

with our teens 
and 12 regional 
farmers selling 

local produce. More than $8,000 
in produce match was provided 

for market patrons shopping with 
SNAP, WIC or FMNP senior 

vouchers.

FINANcIAL REVIEW

Rather than allow us to mark our 20 years of service with an annual Gala or celebrations, the year 2020 had other plans 
for us (and the whole world!) The beginning of the year had us quickly making changes to meet the most immediate 
needs of our neighbors. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to all who assisted with prayers and support for our 
neighbors in these extraordinary times!

A few of our efforts during the first 4 months of COVID-19 included:

cOVId-19 REsPONsE

• Distributing 866 boxes of food and 765 hygiene
bags in 12 weeks as neighborhood food pantries
temporarily closed to keep their volunteers safe

• Continuing to serve the many meals each week at
soup kitchen, but take-out style

• Pivoting all youth programs to take place outdoors,
at front doorsteps or virtual, at-home

• Distributing bikes that volunteers fixed at home
rather than in our building

• Interviewing and hiring teens for the urban farm
youth work experience

• Tending to our community gardens and urban farm,
and safely launching the Little Italy Farmers Market
with new, social distancing provisions

• Continuing neighborhood improvement efforts such
as public art, facade grants, and housing repair and
rehabilitation projects

THANk yOU, VOLUNTEERs!
Since 2000, our ministries have relied 
on the support from many dedicated 
volunteers. These include everyone from 
receptionists and soup kitchen cooks and 
servers, to youth program facilitators and 
clean up crews, and so much more. 

We celebrate 20 years of service in 
partnership with YOU and are so grateful 
to all who share their gifts and talents 
with our neighbors.  

We sorely miss our more than 300 
wonderful volunteers now more than ever!



Richard & Karin McCormick, Michael Richardson & Gini McDermott, Dennis 
P. McGuire, Namon McWilliams, Clemence R. Mershon, Bob & Emily
Merski, Julie Minich, Judith L. Minichelli, Claudia Mosso, Nancy
Compernolle Murray, Tim & Lisa NeCastro, Gerard NeCastro, Barrie Jones
Nolan, Rev. Mark A. Nowak, Lorie Panitzke, Elvera Payne, Stephanie &
Richard Peterson, Joan & Deacon Jerry Peterson, In honor of Sister
Marianne Stuckert by Lynette Petruska, Char Kerr & John Piper, Deacon
Dave & Judy Pratt, Lisa & Chuck Priestap, John & Cindy Purvis, Barbara A.
Reese, Mike & Peg Rich, Lou & Ellen Richards, Ravi Sabherwal & Shellie
DelleCurti, Anthony & Wanda  Salvia, Joe & Rhonda Schember, Carolyn &
Bob Schenker, Deb Seng in Honor of the SSJ Diamond Jubilarians, Harold
Sheldon, Peg Shenefelt, Joi Sherred, Jay & Cass Shimek, Lauren & Brian
Sivillo, Jackie & Jack Smith, Gary F. Smith, Jim & Sharon Stoik, James &
Phoebe Strobel, Frank & Lucy Strobel, Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, Dr.
Benjamin & Attorney Colleen Stumpf, Kathleen Sullivan, Larry & Holly
Stackhouse-Sydow, Gregory & Carmella Tellers, Philip & Mary Temple,
Brittany & Paul Taylor, Freda Tepfer, Jennifer Tucker, Joseph Villella, Mike &
Pat Visnosky, George & Cindy Willis,
Julie Wilson, Caryn Wolfe, John &
Kathryn Yaggy, Fran & Joe Zaczyk •
IN KIND DONATIONS: Marjorie
Adams, SSJ, Allegheny Health
Network “All for One” Team, Linda
Allen, Mary Anderson, Angelo’s
Roofing, Asbury Community Seniors,
Asbury United Methodist Church,
Ashley & Kuzma Physical Therapy,
Mary Ann Ashworth, Rebecca
Aylsworth, Barbara Bauda, Julie
Becker, Clare Marie Beichner, SSJ,
Maggie Benson, Blessed Sacrament School, Chris & Melanie Brennan,
Wally & Shelly Brown, Burger King, Richard Caldwell, Cherry Hill Ecological
Farm, Kim Conti, Michelle Cuzzola, Mr. & Mrs. Frank D’Aurora, Ellen & Terry
Deering, Brenda Desser, Nancy DiNuzio, Phil DiVecchio, Mr. & Mrs. Steve
Drabant, E.E. Austin & Son, Inc., Erie Arts & Culture, Erie Federal Credit
Union, Erie First Assembly of God, Erie Insurance Strategy Team, Mr. &
Mrs. James Fatter, Rob Ferringer, Five & 20 Spirits, Rebecca Flynn, Cynthia
Fowle, Gerri Gallagher, Gretchen Gallagher Durney, Kathleen Gallagher,
Mary Gallagher,Theresa Gamble, Marilyn Gebhardt, Anna Gehringer, Rich
Giardina, Linda Gier, Grace Church, Nancy Griffey, Denise Hare, Janet
Hefton, Highmark Inc., Joe Hilbert, Kim Hinkson, Holy Rosary Church,
Jessie Hubert, Thomas Hudson, Mary Ann Huster, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Iannello,
Kathy Iarussi, Lori Johnson, Paul Kaiser, Knights of Sacred Heart Church,
Angie Kontur, Kubinski Business Systems, Larry’s Central Market, Laughing
Hill Farm, Cirk Lavins, Paul Lindsley, Marilyn Losapio, Maria’s Pizza, Mary
Adiutori Enterprises, James McCallion, McCreary Roofing, Gary McEnery,
Pat McMahon, Bob Merski, Anthony Miller, Mr. & Mrs. Larry Monocello,
Pamela Moore, Nickel Plate Mills, Joyce Nowakowski, Norman Olsen, Mr. &
Mrs. George Opron, Fil Orr, Our Lady of Peace School, Delores Pascecznik,
Ryan Pasiecznik, Carole Peters, Joan Peterson, PHB, Inc., Potratz Floral &
Greenhouses, Diana Price, Pro Waste Services, Jennifer Rautine, Red Hat
Honeys, RISE Dispensary, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roberts, April Roy, Elaine
Ryan, Saint Vincent Hospital, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Salvia, Roy Sambuchino,
Marleen Scully, Serafin’s Food Market, Joy Sherred, Nancy Somerfield, St.
Luke’s School, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Strub, Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, Moira
Sullivan, SSJ, Taco Bell, Target Erie #1287, Teresa’s Italian Deli, TOPS
Market, Audrey Vieira, Villa Maria
Academy, Michael Vincent, Wegman’s,
Rena Wierbinski, Paul & Joyce
Williams, Earl Williams, Jane
Zawadzki, Peggy Ann Zeigler

All contributions listed within these 
pages were received July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020. We sincerely 
apologize for any errors. Please 
alert us to corrections by contacting 
JoAnne Sprickman: 814-454-7814 or 
jsprickman@ssjnn.org. THANK YOU!

In Memory of Rose S. Gennuso by Katherine & Ronald Bailey, 
Debra & Richard Tarr; In Memory of Robert J. Gutting by Carla 
Gutting; In Memory of Patrick Hughes by Rebecca & James Flynn, 
Geraldine Giacomelli, Linda L. Gier, James Glantz, Virginia Hughes, Karyn 

Mann, Gretchen and Albert Zenner; 
In Memory of John & Mary 
Legansky by Joseph Legansky; In 
Memory of Patrick Luzik by 
Christopher Brown; In Memory of 
Alice Orr by James & Delores 
Garvey; In Memory of the 
Pedano Family by Charles & 
Donna Roberts; In Memory of 
Elizabeth Pfadt Soety by E.E. 
Austin & Son, Inc.; In Memory of 
Ruby Schaaf by Carol & John 
Alberstadt; In Memory of Frank 

Salvia by Vince Jean Bartone, Gerda Benson, Suzanne & Dan Byler, 
Elaine Cavin, Roland Ciacchini, Shirley & Frank Czuewicz, Sally & Dick 
DiBacco, Barbara Fontecchio, Martha Hilbert, Jean & Norman Jensen, 
Joyce & Robert Kulyk, Patricia Keim, Theodore Lish, Mitzi & Greg Martin, 
Marilyn & Lee Mitchell, Kristi Parsons, Louise & Ronald Pontoriero, Root, 
Spitznas & Smiley, Carrie Salvia, Wanda & Anthony Salvia, Berdena & 
Ronald Schwartz, Kim & Nick Scott, Lois & Jerome Simon, Robert Suchy, 
Heidi & Jack Utley, Mary B. Weibler, Susan D. Wurzbach; In Memory of 
Marilyn Stern by Gretchen Gallagher Durney; In Memory of Frank 
Strobel by Rebecca Alsalehi, Cheryl Barsic, Anne Gagnon, Janet & John 
Gambatese, Katrina Foltz, Nathan Hartman, David Jones, Evan Jones, 
Marie Lesh, Susan & Mark Lucas, Micheleann McGowan, Marjorie M. 
O’Connor, Geraldine & John Pendill, Matthew Phifer, Marleen Scully, 
Thomas Scully, Anthony Snow, Cheryl Stifter, Frank & Lucille Strobel, Mary 
Ann Watters; In Memory of Bill Sullivan by Moira Sullivan, SSJ; In 
Memory of John Testi by Martha Hilbert; In Memory of Helen 
J. Weir by Margaret Weir; In Memory of Audrey Wilson by Doug
& Adele Bethune, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Klapthor, Gary & Christie Kulesza, Jane &
Lew Penna, Karen & Bill Simmons; In Memory of Bobbie Wood by
Jeff & Judith Idzik • ERIE GIVES: Don & Vickie Abbott, Jordan Abbott,
Sister Marjorie Adams, SSJ, Mary Adiutori, Carol Alberstadt, Elizabeth Ann
Allen, Nancy A. Andersen, Mary Anderson, Jessica Annunziata, Elsie
Arnold, Pete Austin, Tim & Mary Barrett, Barb & Bill Barthelmes, Lisa

Baumgardner, Tom & Sue Blecki, Ed 
& Dee Dee Bolt, Karen V. Bozza, 
Stephen & Tina Branton, Ken & Irene 
Brasington, Paul H. Bressan, Wally & 
Shelly Brown, Elizabeth J. Bucarelli, 
Valerie Bukowski, John Curtin, Joanne 
& Frank Cargioli, Niken Astari 
Carpenter, Heather & Jim Caspar, 
Cheryl Chiota, Kevin & Dorothy 
Cooney, Kathleen Crane, Martin & 
Jeanne Drabic, James Dailey, Mr. & 
Mrs. Pamela Davis, Deborah 
DiPlacido, Ron & Ann DiVecchio, The 

Drabants, Mary Drexler, SSJ, George Dudas, Jan & Mike Durney, Natalie 
Dwyer-Haller, The employees of Rick Weaver Buick GMC, Eileen Engel, 
Drew & Ansley Falcon, Jim & Rebecca Flynn, William & Janet Fowler, Mary 
Fromknecht, SSJ, Robert & Theresa Fromknecht, Roseanne Galeza, Fair 
View Garden Club, Nancy Gemelli Griffey, Jane & Peter Gilewicz, American 
Hollow Boring Co., Mrs. Adriana Grosch, Diane & Robert M. Guthrie, 
Michele Healy, SSJ, John & Jean Heintzel, Brian P. Hennessy, Bill & Becky 
Hilbert, Jeffrey Hileman, Michele Inter, Lucy John, Norma Johnson, James 
& Shawna Jones, Nancy A. Jordan, Candy Kennedy, Kathleen Kern, Kirk 
Jane, Angie Kontur, Ron Krahe, Ruth Kredovski, Joanne & Howard Kubinski, 
Patricia Kuehl, Daniel & Marianne Levstek, Marilyn Losapio, Patricia Lacy, 
Renee Lamis, Meredyth Leahy, Mary Ellen Lieb, Joyce Lowrey, SSJ, Rob & 
Carrie Lowther, Atty. Al & Josie Lubiejewski, Barbara Lye, Gale & Gary 
Magyar, David & Andrea Maille, Linda Major, Mike & Jean Malthaner, 
Catherine Manning, SSJ, Thomas & Katherine Marinock, Chris Martin, 
Arthur & Helen Martinucci, Dale McBrier, Anna & Hugh McCartney,  

Engwall, Harold & Charlotte Sheldon, Shenango Valley Catholic School 
System, Karen & Bill Simmons, Lois & Jerome Simon, Simonian Electric, 
Inc., Sisters of St Joseph of NW Pennsylvania, SSJ Associates, SSJ 
Mission & Ministries Foundation, Slovak National Club, Jennifer & Douglas 
Smith, Jacqueline Smith, Anthony Snow, Society of Holy Trinity, Rachel 
Specht, Ann Spitznogle, St. Joseph Church, St. Mary’s Home of Erie, St. 
Vincent Executive Team, Cheryl Stifter, Lucille & Frank Strobel, Marianne 
Stuckert, SSJ, Colleen Stumpf, Robert Suchy, Kathleen Sullivan, Moira 
Sullivan, SSJ, Ryan Swick, Anne & Donald Swift, Debra & Richard Tarr, 
Mary & Philip Temple, Naomi Teperow, Norma & John Tinti, James F. 
Toohey, Tri-Parish Sacred Heart/St. Andrew’s/St. Paul’s Church, United Way 
of Erie County, Heidi & Jack Utley, Vanguard, Villa Maria Academy, Villa 
Maria Convent, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., Mary Ann Watters, Mary B. Weibler, 
Margaret Weir, West End Hardware, LLC, Mary Ann White, SSJ, Whole 
Foods Co-op, Rena Wierbinski, Linda R. Williams, Julie & Philip Wilson, 
Annette & James Wise, Nancy Wurst, Susan D. Wurzbach, Jane & Robert 
Zawadzki, Leonard Zawistowski, Jr., Gretchen & Albert Zenner • 
GRANTS: City of Erie; 
Commonwealth of PA Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development; County of Erie; Erie 
County Gaming Revenue Authority 
(ECGRA); Erie Insurance Giving 
Network; Highmark Health Insurance; 
Marquette Bank; Northwest Savings 
Bank.; PNC Bank; Rescare, Inc; 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie; 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania Mission & Ministries 
Foundation •  PA DCED 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PARTNERS: 
Erie Insurance; Highmark Health; Marquette Savings Bank; Northwest 
Savings Bank • IN HONOR OF: In Honor of SSJ Diamond 
Jubilarians by Michele Healy, SSJ, Cynthia Brown, Claudia Dombrowski, 
SSJ; In Honor of SSJ Jubilarians by Nancy & Chuck Donnelly, 
Mary Herrmann, SSJ & Mary Ann White, SSJ, Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, Mary 
Claire Kennedy, SSJ; In honor of Jubilarians Martha Howick, 
SSJ, Ann Marie Joint, SSJ, Colette Palmer, SSJ, by Sacred 
Heart Parish; In Honor of Mary & Mike Beuchert’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary by Mary Herrmann, SSJ; In Honor of 
Heather Caspar by Emily May; In Honor of Eileen Falcon by 
Maureen Griffin; In Honor of William Gocella by Barbara Gocella, 
SSJ; In Honor of Mary Alice & Bob Haibach by Mark Haibach, 
James C. & Kathleen R. Woll/Chicago Community Foundation; In Honor 
of Jack & Maria Langer’s 50th Wedding Anniversary by 
Linda Rys; In Honor of Barb & BJ Lechner’s 50th Wedding 
Anhiversary by Linda Rys; In Honor of Sister Carol 
Morehouse by the St. Vincent Executive Team; In Honor of Tim 
NeCastro by David & Catherine Bednar, Brian W. Bolash, Jeffrey & Amy 
Brinling, Lorianne Feltz, Gregory Gutting, Robert Ingram, Jay & Debra 
Miller, Gerald & Dionne Oakley, Douglas & Jennifer Smith • IN MEMORY 
OF: In Memory of Shirley Amendola by Anita & Roger Amendola, 
Elisa Amendola, Phyllis & Mark DiPlacido, Cynthia Fabin, Dave & Gretchen 
Gallagher Durney, Sharlene Guzzy, Kathryn & Joseph Greulich, Stephanie 
& Stuart Hall, Cynthia & Edward Johnson, Frank Scozzie, Ryan Swick; In 
Memory of Marjorie Brown by Marianne & Barry Schneider; In 
Memory of Deborah Doyle Skovron by Madeleine Felion; In 
Memory of Bill Hilbert, Sr. by 
M. A. Ashworth, Wally & Shelly Brown,
Cindy DeCoursey, Judith & John
DelFreo, Lynette & John Figurski,
Jennie & Christopher Hagerty, Jeanne
& John Hatheway, Jean Heintzel,
Paulette Hesinger, Paula & Edward
Hokaj, Dianna & Dick Miller, Thelma &
Lisa Manendo, PHB, Inc., Roman
Catholic Diocese of Erie, Marilyn G.
Rositer, Philip & Mary Temple, Norma
& John Tinti, Robert & Jane Zawadzki;

John & Jennifer Davis, Kathleen Davis, Cindy DeCoursey, Judith & John 
DelFreo, Delta Kappa Gamma Society, Lucille DeStefano, SSJ, Sally & Dick 
DiBacco, Phyllis & Mark DiPlacido, Philip DiVecchio, Claudia Dombrowski, 
SSJ, Chuck & Nancy Donnelly, Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center, Inc., Steve & 

Sue Drabant, Leona G. Dudenhoefer, 
E. E. Austin & Son Inc., Erie 
Community Foundation, Erie County 
PASR, Erie DAWN, Inc., Erie 
Insurance, Erie Insurance Giving 
Network, Erie Quaker Worship Group, 
Erin McCracken, Cynthia Fabin, 
Gretchen S. Fairley, Ansley Falcon, 
James & Katherine Fatter, Robert & 
Joyce Feldman, Katheryn Felion, 
Madeleine Felion, Lorianne Feltz, 
Fidelity Charitable, Lynette & John 
Figurski, David & Sandra Filippi, First 

Presbyterian Church of Waterford, Rebecca & James Flynn, Katrina Foltz, 
Barbara Fontecchio, Frank & Elaine Marie Haas Charitable Fund, Friends of 
Pat Harkins, Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, Christina & Michael Fuhrman, Anne 
Gagnon, Janet & John Gambatese, Gannon, GAP, James & Dolores 
Garvey, GE Foundation, Geraldine Giacomelli, Linda L. Gier, Peter Gilewicz, 
James Glantz, Barbara Gocella, SSJ, Darlene Grandinetti, Kathryn & 
Joseph Greulich, Maureen Griffin, Carla Gutting, Gregory Gutting, Sharlene 
Guzzy, Hagan Business Machines, Jennie & Christopher Hagerty, Mark 
Haibach, Hair Obsessions, Stephanie & Stuart Hall, Nathan Hartman, John 
& Jeanne Hatheway, Kathleen & Alan Hauser, Michele Healy, SSJ, Joan & 
Mark Heglin, Jean Heintzel, Naida Hernandez, Mary Herrmann, SSJ, 
Paulette Hesinger, Joseph M. Hilbert, John Hilbert, Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, 
William & Rebecca Hilbert, Jr., Martha Hilbert, Paula & Edward Hokaj, 
Virginia Hughes, Humes Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge & Ram, James & Dolly 
Ianello, Jeff & Judith Idzik, Fred & Bernadine Infield, Robert Ingram, 
Interstate Security, Inc., Rev. John B. Jacquel, Jean & Norman Jensen, 
Cynthia & Edward Johnson, Evan Jones, David Jones, Brian & Sarah 
Kaveney, Kearsarge Auto Parts, Patricia Keim, Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ, 
Charlene Kerr-Piper, Cynthia Kirk-Carpenter, Kiwanis Club of Erie 
Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Klapthor, Knights of Columbus, Knights of St. 
John Building Associaton, Barbara & Robert Kuhn, Gary & Christie Kulesza, 
Sandra & Mark Kulich, Joyce & Lawrence Kulyk, La Nuova Aurora Society, 
H. Jack Langer, Inc., Henry & Maria Langer, Larry’s Central Market, Leader

of Men RC, Joseph Legnasky, Frank & 
Julie Leonard, Marie Lesh, Liberty 
Iron & Metal, Lincoln Recycling, Mary 
& Kenneth Link, Theodore Lish, Little 
Italy Neighborhood Watch, Loesel 
Schaaf, Rodney & Pamela Logan, 
Susan & Mark Lucas, M. A. Ashworth, 
MacDonald Illig, Sheila Mack, Thelma 
& Lisa Manendo, Karyn Mann, 
Kathleen J. Mannino, Cassie 
Marchetti, Richard & Patricia Marshall, 
Mitzi & Greg Martin, Emily May, Jane 
Matheis Kirk, Mazzini Charitable 

Foundation, Inc., Micheleann McGowan, Ann Miller, Dianna & Dick Miller, 
Jay & Debra Miller, Susan & Thomas Minarcik, Marilyn & Lee Mitchell, Paul 
M. Modzelewski, Melissa Monacella, John Musatto, National Fuel Gas,
Timothy & Lisa NeCastro, Neighborhood Watch, Northwest Pennsylvania
Food Council, Gerald & Dionne Oakley, Marjorie M. O’Connor, Janet M. Orr,
Pauline Osmer, Colette Palmer, SSJ, Kristi Parsons, Delores Pasiecznik,
Martha Pastore, Tom Pastore, Geraldine & John Pendill, Jane & Lew Penna,
PHB Inc., Matthew Phifer, Michelle Pierce, PNC Bank, Louise & Ronald
Pontoriero, Power Rentals, Pro Waste Services, Inc., Pulakos Chocolates,
Pulaski Club, Ellen & Patrick Richards, Jamie Rikert, Charles & Donna
Roberts, Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie, Root, Spitznas & Smiley, Marilyn
G. Rositer, Linda Rys, Sacred Heart Church Staff, Sacred Heart Parish,
Carrie Salvia, Joseph Salvia, Lucia Salvia, Mark & Lisa Salvia, Wanda &
Anthony Salvia, Mary A. Schmitz, Marianne & Barry Schneider, Berdena &
Ronald Schwartz, Kim & Nick Scott, Frank Scozzie, Marleen Scully,
Marygrace S. Scully, Thomas Scully, Michael Shannon, Sharon & Mark
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Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network 
425 West 18th Street
Erie, PA 16502

2020 may not seem like a year for celebrating, but it’s a landmark year for SSJNN and we are smiling behind 
our masks as we keep the SSJ mission and spirits a-blaze, looking ahead to our next decade of service. Behind 
all of this are great supporters like you and we cannot thank you enough! 
Check out our newly re-vamped website, where you’ll find more photos of our milestones, and a wonderful 
piece on our full history by Liz Allen.

Excerpt from our history piece by Liz Allen. See the complete story at: ssjnn.org
 They talked. They walked. They listened. They empathized. 
Then they acted to help Erie residents revitalize our city ---first in one neighborhood, now in another.

 This year, as the Sisters of St. Joseph celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph Neighborhood Network, we tell the stories of the women whose vision and commitment sparked visible 
change in some of Erie’s oldest neighborhoods. 

 You will hear the sisters describe the origins of the SSJNN and how their work in these historic yet     
oft-neglected neighborhoods continues the mission that the Sisters of St. Joseph have followed since their 
founding in France.

a glimpse into our history

2000
Meeting neighbors 

door to door

2001 
First ministries of youth programs & 
soup kitchen thriving thanks to many 

dedicated volunteers

2008
First community 

garden established

2012
First murals, 

banners, & more 
grace Little Italy

2014
SSJNN expands 
East, across the 

heart of Erie

2020
Programs pivot yet 
never cease during 

pandemic




