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There is a famous quote attributed to Meister Eckhart, a medieval philosopher, that says: 

“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.” 

That message seems appropriate for our annual report.  The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood 
Network is completing its 10th year of ministry.  We started small by seeking out the needs of 
the people and attempting to meet those needs.  Today many programs have been developed. 
We have been able to respond to many of the needs and we are starting to see neighborhood 
improvement in many areas.   While there are challenges ahead, we believe that there is 
improved quality of life for the people that we serve.  None of this would have been possible 
without the support of so many as reflected in this report.   It is with this in mind that I offer my 
prayer which is to say  THANK YOU.

A Message from the Director
Sister Mary Herrmann

Our Mission Statement

The SSJ Neighborhood Network
 sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph

 of Northwestern Pennsylvania
 provides leadership, advocates for 
local residents and partners with 

the broader community to develop 
opportunities for both personal growth and 

neighborhood revitalization



Our Ministries

         The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network was established for the purpose of 
meeting the needs of the people of a specific neighborhood and work toward revitalization of 
the area.  In meeting the needs of the area, several programs have been created in addition to 
meeting the emergency needs of the people.  The services provided are:

	 •		Emergency	Assistance
	 •		Reading	tutoring	and	enrichment	programs	for	children	
	 •		Mentoring	Program
	 •			Community	Garden	(CHAMPS	program	in	cooperation	with	the	Erie	School	District)
	 •		Time	Out	for	Moms	
	 •			Soup	Kitchen	(weekly)
	 •		Leading	and	serving	the	Revitalization	of	Historic	Little	Italy
	 •		Genesis	House.	(Mentoring	Program	for	potential	home	owners	while	providing	safe	affordable		
     rental housing)
	 •		Forging	alliances	and	advocating	for	improved	housing	and	home	ownership
     in the area
	 •		Housing	Rehabilitation	via	the	lead	program

          Our Soup kitchen and emergency food program are open to anyone in need regardless 
of resident location.  Our clients for the programs are those who reside within our designated 
geographic boundaries.  The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network ministers in the area 
of 12th to 26th, State to Cranberry Streets which includes the area of Erie known as Little Italy.

Our Stories
“I thought I was dumb but now I know I’m not.”
        Sarah, after learning to read

“I practiced a way to calm myself that I learned from Time Out for Moms 
and it worked.” 
        Katie

“I don’t know what I would do without the Sisters.”
        Teresa
 
“Thank you for creating a place of beauty.”
        Neighbors regarding the Community Garden



Judge Daniel Brabender
Dr. William & Pepe Brereton
Casimir Brzozowski
Mat Buczkowski
Mary Burke
Betsy Burris
Brian & Heidi Burton
Attorney Donald Buseck
Dr. Mark & Melissa Buseck
C.A. Curtze Food Products
Patrick Cappabianca
Cindy Carpenter
Gay Catania
Cathedral Prep
Cathedral Women’s Council
Catholic Charities
Dr. Mary Beth Cermak-Bell
Dr. Kenneth Chinsky
B.J. Chitester
Frank Chylinski
Roland & Geraldine Ciacchni
Donna Cipriani
Connecto Electric, Inc.
Patricia Copenhaver
Craig & Julie Corsi
Robert Cox & Priscilla Pryce
Josephine Cuzzola
Edward & Christine Dahlkemper
Sil Danowski
John & Kathleen Davison
Mike DeDad
Joseph Deegan
Susan DiCara
Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Michael & Mary Dinga
Dr. Berardino DiStefano
Ron & Ann DiVecchio
Thomas & Mary Alice Doolin
John Doyle
John & Barbara Drew
George & Judith Dufala
Nancy Dusckas
Mary Duval
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ
Drew & Carrie Ennis
Erie Indemnity Company
Eriez Manufacturing

Dr. Jeffrey Esper
Evans Capital Management
Flo Fabrizio, State Representative
Dr. Thomas & Jill Fessler
Rev. Thomas Fialkowski
James Fisher
Nancy Fischer, SSJ
Debra Flaherty
Forquer Technology Group
William & Janet Flower
Mary Fromknecht, SSJ
Alice Fuhrman
Edward & Esther Gallagher
James & Dolores Garvey
GEEDC General Services
Dr. David German
Dr. Antonio & Francisca German
Chester Giermak
Giuseppe Mazzini Civic 
Association
Dr. Paul Gmuer
Josette Marie Gocella, SSJ
Yvonne Gralak
Rev. James Gutting
Hallman Chevrolet
H.A.N.D.S.
Norbert Hardner (Foundation)
John & Dr. Judy Hauser
HBK Sorce Financial
Kevin & Domini Hedderman
Nan Held
Carol Hermann
Michael Herrmann
Brian & Kathie Hickey
Highmark BCBS
John & Nancy Hilbert
Joseph Hilbert
Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ
William & Becky Hilbert, Jr
William & Martha Hilbert, Sr
Mary Jean Hitz
Mary Hoffman
House of Prayer
John Hromyak
Jane Hume
Dr. Floyd & Rosanne Hyatt
Fred & Bernardine Infield

List of Contributors
Gina Adams
Marjorie Adams, SSJ
Larry & Susan Adiutori
Eleanor Agnello
Mark Aleksandrowicz
American Hollow Boring Co.
Fred & Maureen Anthony
Veronica Antoske
Bertrand & LuAnn Artigues
Mary Ann Ashworth
Assessment Evaluation Inc.
Dr. Edward Bajorek
Dr. Peter & Linda Balter
Albert & Mary Barbato
Timothy & Mary Barrett
Beals-McMahon Painting
Benjamin Bean
Dr. Warren Beaver
Linda Bebko-Jones
Mary Francis Becker, SSJ
Dr. Jeffrey Bednarski
Mr. A. Berquist
Rev. Msgr. William Biebel
Marie Celeste Bindseil, SSJ
Dr. Jeffrey Blake
Blessed Sacrament School Students
Jean Louise Bloom
William & Carol Bloomstine
John & Colleen Bloomstine
Tom & Peg Bly
Angela Bontempo
Dr. Richard Boyle



Richard & Shirley Ireland
Jensen’s Target Collision
Joel’s Flower Shoppe
Margaret Joseph Mokes, SSJ
Noriko Kashiwagi
Tate & Laura Kauffmann
Kearsarge Auto Parts, Inc.
Thomas & Kim Kennedy
Kennedy Catholic High School
Mary Jane Kidd
Jane Kirk
Midge Klebes
Daniel & Yasuko Klebes
Renee Kloecker
Richard & Miriam Kneller
Dave & Lori Kruszewski
Stephen & Linda Kuhn
Dr. Richard Kuhn
Robert Kuna
William & Marti Kurtzhal
Dr. Albert Lamp
H. Jack & Maria Langer
Lathrop Electric, Inc.
Dr. Paul & Jane Layden
B.J. & Barbara Lechner
LECOM
Joseph & Judith Lemmo
Frank Leondard
John & Fran Letterio
Dr. Howard & Jane Levin
Mary Lewis
Colleen Locke
Robert Loeffler
Dr. Francis & Joan Mainzer

Carol Mando
Robert Mang
Marquette Savings Bank
Rev. Dennis Martin
John & Karen Martin
Art & Helen Martinucci
Dr. Gregg Mason
Patricia Mayer
Mary McCarthy
Richard & Karen McCormick
Michael & Karen McElhinny
Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Elizabeth McLaren
Attorney James & Barb McNamara
Edward & Marita Mead
Jim & Kathy Meko
Dr. Herbert Mercier
Marti Michael
Judy Miculandra
Dr. Robert & Gretchen Mikelonis
Millcreek Community Hospital
Judith Minichelli
Robert Minichelli
Robert & Connie Monahan
Monterero Ladies Society
Carol Morehouse, SSJ
Maradee Morrison
Susan Moyer
Marie Eileen Moyer, SSJ
Larry & Tara Mozzocco
James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Donna Nicholas
Northwest Savings Bank
Linda Nyberg
Denis & Patty O’Brien
Margaret O’Brien, SSJ
Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Maria Onuffer, SSJ
Orlando Family Denistry
Alice Orr
Dr. Nellie Orr-Cyr
Our Lady of Peace Children
Colette Palmer, SSJ
Phil Papotnik
Dr. Vinod Patel
PHB, Inc.
Mike & Carol Picheco

John Piper & Charlene Kerr-Piper
PNC Bank
Joseph Pomorski
Port Harbor Company
William & Carolyn Power
Preferred Systems, Inc.
Nancy Prenatt, SSJ
Carmie Presogna
Agnes Priscaro
Daniel Priscaro
Thomas & Mary Quinn
Quinn Funeral Home
Quinn, Buseck, Leemhuis, &
     Kroto
William Quirk
Dr. Richard & Willie Rahner
Bruce Raimy
Dr. Stephen Raj
Mary Lou Rather
Raven Rental
Reddog Industries
Mary Alice Reed, SSJ
Dorothy Reilly
Margaret Reinwald
Frank Riley
Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Dr. John Roberts
Dr. Alfred & Shirley Roos
Theresa Rotunda
Lynette Rotunda
Maria Assumpta Ruza, SSJ
Dr. Ravinder Sabherwal
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
Saint Vincent Quarter Century
     Club
Saint Vincent Community Service
     Fund

List of Contributors



UPMC
Sharon Urban
Ann Loretta Urmann, SSJ
Tammy Van Buren
Bettie Veshecco
Villa Maria Convent
Villa Maria Elementary School
      Student Activity
Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
Bernie & Doris Warzynak
Wedgewood Investors, Inc.
Mary Jane Weed
Welders Supply
Dr. Eardly Wickramsinghe 
Kenneth Wilson
Kenneth & Lori Wisniewski
Richard & Sue Ann Wisniewski
Bobbie Wood
Lavina Wurst
John Young
Ronald Zielinski

GRANTS
City of Erie Lead Grant
ECBC
Erie Community Foundation
Erie School District
GECAC
Hardner Foundation
POWR (Partnership of Women 
     Religious
Saint Vincent Health Center
Weed & Seed
Welcome Club of Erie

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Wendy Adams
Larry Adiutori
Allburn Florist
Doug Armstrong
Jack & Marianne Armstrong
Arrowhead Wine Cellars
Linda Austin
Mary Francis Becker, SSJ
Barbara Bettwy
Donna Carlino
Craig & Julie Corsi

Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection
Danny’s Restaurant
Shawne Danylko
Jennifer DeMarco
DeSantis Signs
Ron DiVecchio
Steve & Sarah Erhartic
Erie Bayhawks Association
Erie County Farms
Fusion Hair Gallery
Abigail Gallo-Lechner
Barry Grossman
Margaret Ann Hardner, SSJ
Harley Davidson Group
Joan Heglin
Kathy Heubel
Joseph Hilbert
William & Becky Hilbert, Jr.
International Bakery
Joel’s Flower Shoppe
H. Jack Langer Plumbing
Larese Floral Design
B.J. & Barbara Lechner
Loesel-Schaaf
Maria’s Pizza
Carol McCall
Gary McEnery
Marti Michael
Berwyn Moore
Jim Petrone
Lou & Debbie Porreco
Potratz Floral Shop
Pulakos 926 Chocolates
Donna Roberts
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
Scolio’s Fruit Baskets
Serafini’s Restaurant
Sisters of St. Joseph
TOPS Market
Wegmans
Betsy Williams
Rich & Sue Ann Wisniewski

List of Contributors
Joseph & Anita Salvia
Lucia Salvia
Joyce Savocchio
Jay & Darby Scalise
William Schaal
Joseph & Rhonda Schember
Schmidt Funeral Home
Dr. Pete & Ellie Scibetta
Dr. Dennis Scully
Marleen Scully 
Mary Julia Scully, SSJ
Dr. Subramanyan Segu
Deborah Seng
Ron & Emily Sertz
Angela Servidea, SSJ
Deborah Shadeck
Raymond & Martha Showman
Antonina Siggi
Dr. Kirpa Singh
Mayor Joseph Sinnott
Charlene Sisson
Sisters of St. Joseph
Dr. R. Tony & Dr. Kathy Snow
Lee Soccoccio
Sons of Italy
Dr. Peter Sotus & 
      Dr. Elizabeth Martinez-Sotus
Mary Spadacene
Ruth Speice
Mary Speice
Adelaide Sperduto
St. Jude Church
Laureen Steele
Dr. Elmer & Joan Stevens
Donald Stover
Francis & Lucille Strobel
William & Kathleen Stroh
Christine Strub
Marianne Stuckert, SSJ
Carole Suesser
Don & Ann Swift
Donna Szocki
Michael & Alicia Tellers
Daniel Tempestini
Jane Theuerkauf
Laura Todd-Brown
Dr. Frederick & Sandy Tomassi



Funding Sources
Sources

Contribution &
     Grants   79%

Program Services &
     Revenue    2%

Events & Other  19%

Disbursements

Program Service
     Expense   84%

Management &
     General Expense 12%

Events/Other    4%

Our Volunteers

      We would like to recognize 
our 125 Volunteers who assist 
with everything from the Soup 
Kitchen, to the Front Office, to 
Mentoring and Teaching, the 
Community Garden and special 
events.

Thank you
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EXPENSES  $325,472

Save the Date
GUESS THAT TUNE GALA

MARCH 12, 2011
Bayfront Convention Center

WITH  
RAYCHEL (VENDETTI) ADIUTORI AS EMCEE

STAFF:
Sister Mary Herrmann, Executive Director   Sister Carol Wilcox, Program Director
Sister Phyllis Hilbert, Family Advocate   Wally Brown, SSJA, Housing Coordinator
Sue Ann Wisniewski, Development Director
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Visit us at our new
Website:

WWW.SSJNN.ORG
or

Facebook
SSJ Neighborhood Network

     Please let us know if you have a change of address, you would like to receive our newsletter, you are 
receiving more than one newsletter or report or wish to be taken off the mailing list.

HOW YOU CAN HELP........

Contributions - for your convenience an envelope is enclosed or donations are accepted online at WWW.SSJNN.ORG

Volunteer - Tutor, Mentor, Soup Kitchen, Assist with office duties, Participate with our other programs

Donate - Hygiene products, paper products, (i.e toilet paper, diapers, tissues), non-perishable food items, paper products for the soup 
kitchen

Remember - Please consider makeing room in your long term financial plans for the future support of SSJNN


