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Our Mission: The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network, founded 
by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania, provides leadership, 
advocates for local residents, and partners with the broader community to 
develop opportunities for both personal growth and neighborhood revitalization.
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On the cover:On the cover:
10 Years of the Little Italy Farmers Market10 Years of the Little Italy Farmers Market
The 10th year of the Little Italy Farmers Market kicked 
off on June 26, 2023. What began with a passion, our 
teen workers, and a few local farmers grew immensely 
in the past decade. The mission stays rooted in 
providing healthy, affordable, and local produce to 
the people of Erie as well as bringing our neighbors 
together.

A Message from our Board ChairA Message from our Board Chair
Community is the foundation upon which SSJNN stands. It is this foundation — Rooted in Our 
Community — that sets us apart. Our ‘network’ is not the work we do or the services we provide, 
but the people we serve and the lives we touch. It is the driving force behind our mission and the 
source of our strength. In times of adversity, it is our community that rallies together, offering support, 
compassion, and resilience to our neighbors. Through our connections with one another we find 
inspiration, collaboration, and the ability to create positive change. Our commitment to each and every 
member of our community is unwavering, and we strive to create lasting connections that bring us 
closer together.
In a world that often feels disconnected, it is heartwarming to see the way our organization brings 
people together. Whether through volunteering, community events, helping families achieve home 
ownership, hot meals in a friendly atmosphere, or providing access to fresh, locally grown food, we are 
constantly reminded of the power of unity. Our roots run deep, and we take pride in being woven into 
the fabric of this vibrant community. Together, we can continue to grow, support, and uplift one another, 
creating a community that is strong, resilient, and truly rooted in love.

Phil Temple, Board Chair

From our Executive DirectorFrom our Executive Director
A French philosopher and activist, Simone Weil wrote that human rights can only be meaningful if 
others fulfill their obligation to respect them. She explored the life-giving spiritual, political, and cultural 
energies which must be nurtured so people may lead lives full of love, joy, and spiritual growth. 
For an organization known for gardens, it’s easy to attach metaphors about ‘roots’ and ‘growth’ to our 
mission of service. In a modern world where societal and political obligation for the respect of basic 
human needs like food, warmth, sleep, health, rest, exercise, and fresh air falter, Weil’s words – written in 
1943 – remain a call to action. 
We hope the following pages provide bright spots of hope. SSJNN’s work is rooted in, and fed by, the 
generosity of so many. This enables us to add those life-giving energies which nurture the growth of our 
‘dear neighbor.’ Our obligation is paramount. Thank you for supporting our mission and our work – the 
need now is greater than ever. 

Heather Caspar, Executive Director

Supporting Women-Led HouseholdsSupporting Women-Led Households

After completing regular surveying of 
our neighbors in the summer of 2022, we   
discovered that 70% of folks we served live in 
women-led households at or below the poverty 
line. Thanks to a first-time investment from the 
Erie Women’s Fund Furchak-Ferko Grant Program, 
we launched a home repair mini-grant initiative 
for these neighbors. Open to both renters and 
homeowners, the results of these small grants 
were transformational. 

Building Bike Culture in ErieBuilding Bike Culture in Erie

This year, we continued momentum and distributed 215 bicycles, mainly to refugee and New American 
families. As the program continues to evolve, we aim to promote alternative transportation, green 
infrastructure, and quality of life in Erie through biking. Youth enjoyed a beautiful bike trip as part of our 
Trips For Kids chapter work to Presque Isle.

Fil Orr, Patricia Oscar, 4th Graders of Our Lady of Peace School, Delores Pasiecznik, PDQ Pest Control, Potratz Floral Shop, Pressed Books & Coffee, 
Chuck Priestap, Smith Provision, Pulakos Chocolates, Rose Marie Radomski, ReJuv Med Spa & Salon, Patricia Donnelly & Andrea Rogers, April Roy, 
Saint Mary’s Asbury Ridge, Beth Salvia, Joseph Salvia, Robert Schenker, Scott Enterprises, Rose Scouten, Suzanne Selleny, Deborah Seng, Sherwin 
Williams, Melanie Shufran, Nicole Sisti, Lucille Sitzler, John Sobotincic, Sow Right Seeds, SSJ Associates, St. Patrick’s Church, Frank & Lucille Strobel, 
Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, Studio Sage-Yoga, Colleen Stumpf, Sr. Moira Sullivan, SSJ, Aaron Susmarski, Jeanne Swanson, Sr. Marie Timmons, SSJ, 
Tri-Parish-Sacred Heart Church, Anna Turco, Value Home Center, Tammy VanBuren, Toni Vellone, Richard Vendetti, David White, John Widomski, Paul 
Wilkosz, Betsy Williams, Sue Ann Wisniewski, Patty Wolf, Nancy Wurst, Mary Ann Zarnick, Jane Zawadzki •  

All contributions were received between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. Please contact Jennifer Kennedy with All contributions were received between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. Please contact Jennifer Kennedy with 
any errors or corrections: 814-454-7814 x206 or jkennedy@ssjnn.org. THANK YOU for your support!any errors or corrections: 814-454-7814 x206 or jkennedy@ssjnn.org. THANK YOU for your support!

To be rooted is perhaps the most 
important and recognized need of 

the human soul. - Simone Weil



Save the Date!Save the Date!

We are back with our 17th Annual Guess That Tune Gala this May 11th at 5pm! Join us at the Bayfront 
Convention Center with Special Hosts Mayor Joe and Rhonda Schember for a “flower power” themed 
evening you won’t want to miss. Live music, dinner, themed baskets, silent auction, and our signature 
music trivia game will help us fuel our mission for the year to come! More details at www.ssjnn.org/gala.

17th annual

W ith hosts
Mayor Joe & Rhonda schember

Guess T hat TuneGuess T hat Tune

may 11, 2024Save the date:

Bayfront Convention Center

Welcoming Neighbors BackWelcoming Neighbors Back

In mid-2022, we collectively made the decision to reopen all our spaces to the community after the 
worst parts of the pandemic passed. Met with great zeal, our offices are now buzzing with youth in 
after school tutoring and families learning to repair bikes. The weekly soup kitchen transitioned from 
take-out only to offering both sit-down and take-out meals. We are so grateful to be together again.

Neighborhood RevitalizationNeighborhood Revitalization

10 locations received face lifts, including private homes, but also some of our hallmark neighborhood 
businesses. You may have noticed improvements at Enrique’s Southeast Mexico Taqueria and 
Tortilleria in Little Italy, Europa Deli on Federal Hill, and Mighty Fine Donuts at the busy intersection of 
26th and Parade Streets. Take a walk by any of these 3, grab a treat, and enjoy.

Federal Hill MuralsFederal Hill Murals

It is impossible to miss the two new murals at the intersection of 26th and Peach Streets! Completed 
by artists Max Gonzales and Shane Pilster, the murals honor the history and bright future of the 
Federal Hill neighborhood. We extend appreciation to our building business partners of Dapper Don’s 
and Hoffman’s United on the north side and Ink Assassins on the south side.

Allburn Florist, Teresa Aloiz, Ambridge Rose Salon, Sue Arndt, Asbury Elementary School, Mary Anne Ashworth, Sergeant Major Bajor, Barbara Bauda, 
Mark Baumgarter, Bob Bell, Wanda Bender, Maggie Benson, Berry Global, Blessed Sacrament School, Megan Bolla, Brewerie at Union Station, Billy 
Brown, Nancy Brown, Eric Brozell, Richard Caldwell, Melinda Caleo, Donna Carlino, Marshall Carper, Gina Carson, Darcie Chabola, Teresa Cieslikowski, 
G. Renee Clark, Kimberly Colburn, Michelle Cuzzola, Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection, Judy Dauson, Ellen Deering, Mary Alice DiTullio, Chuck 
Donnelly, Nancy Donnelly, Steve Drabant, Mary E. Duncan, Erie Ale Works, Erie Sea Wolves, Gloria Ferritto, Paul Fiorelli, Patty Fowler, Peggy Fuhrman, 
Geraldine Gallagher, Sr. Bernadine Gehringer, SSJ, Michael Goodemote, Maureen Griffin, Mike Groszkiewicz, Habibi, Happy Mug Coffee, Sara Harris, 
Jessica Hartley, Herb & Honey Bakery, Sr. Susan Herzing, SSJ, Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, Scott Hitz, Holden Arboretum, Thomas Hudson, Stephanie 
Hunt & Copper Carriage, Mary Ann Huster, Cassandra Hutchins, James Iannello, International Bakery, J. J. Wurst Landscape Contractor & Garden 
Center, Inc., Judith Janke, Lori Johnson, Charlene Kellerman, Kraus Department Store, Kathy Krautter, Linda Kuhn, Ladies of Harley, Larese Floral 
Design, Jerry Lauer, Lavery Brewing Company, Joe Lazorchak, Susan Leon, Monica Lewis, Kenneth Link, Gisele Littrell & Tipsy Bean, Lowe’s Home 
Improvement Center, James L. Marnella, Marquette Savings Bank, Mary F. Adiutori Enterprises., McClintock, Rachel & Patrick McCreary & The Shop at 
19th & Chestnut, Mary Alice McGinnis, Mercyhurst Prep/Foodie Club, Cathy Merrill, Erin Metzler, Justice Laurie Mikielski, Monacella Massage, Jennifer 
Monocello, Tom Morris, NeuroRestorative, Nickel Plate Mills, Lew Nordin, Nostrovia Brewery, Marie Novak, Fred Olds, George Opron, 

OUR GRATITUDE TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED OUR MISSION:  360LLamp, AAUW - Erie Branch, Sister Marjorie Adams, SSJ, AFSCME Local 2450, AHN 
Saint Vincent Hospital, John & Ruth Alberstadt, Amazon Smile, AmeriHealth Caritas Services LLC, Ameripac, AMGEN, Inc., Richard Angelo, Angelo’s Roofing, 
Mary Ann Anibaldi, Anonymous Donor (27), Elsie Arnold, Matthew & Elaine Arrigo, E. E. Austin & Son, Inc., Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center, Inc., Stefani M. 
Baughman, The Baxter Family, Heidi L. Beezub, Bellefonte Area School District, Maggie Benson, Berry Global, Bianchi Honda, Biroscak Printing, Blessed 
Sacrament School, Laura J. Boldt, Richard C. Boyle, Jeffrey & Amy Brinling, Theresa Brooks, Heidi Burton, Robert Calabrese, Mary Grace Calabrese, 
Christina & Gerald Campbell, The Career Assessment Center, Inc., Eunice & Carmen Catania, Cathedral Preparatory School, Catholic Charities, Marion 
Chaney, Jeffrey & Michele Chereson, Faythe & Dennis Chevalier, Circolo Nazionale Lodge No. 122, Drs. Chris & Caitlin Clark, Shawn & Almitra Clerkin, Joan 
Collins, Community Shelter Services, Construction Code Inspectors, Crime Victims Center, Crockett Rentals, LLC, Jim DeAngelo, Michael DeDad, Judith 
& John Del Freo, Matthew G. DiLuzio, Thomas DiVecchio, Dobrich Properties, Chuck & Nancy Donnelly, Edinboro University Foundation, Kelly & Demaris 
Edwards, Erie CropWalk, Erie Federal Credit Union, Erie Auto Salvage & Towing, Erie Insurance Giving Network, Erie News Now, Evolution, Inc., Ansley 
Falcon, Susannah E. Faulkner, Joan Luciano Fels, Mark Ferritta, First National Bank, First Presbyterian Church of Waterford, Toni Flatley, Gary & Ann Flick, 
Focus CFO Group, LLC, Mary Forgenie, Friends of the SSJNN Community Gardens, Gannon University, Josh Gaughan, Jane & Peter Gilewicz, Mark Golden, 
Maria Good, Kristine & Richard Gosnell, Maureen Griffin, Mary Griffin, Christina Guertin, Robert Guthrie, Sally C. Hampton, Harborcreek Youth Services,  



New Chapter of InvestmentNew Chapter of Investment

SSJNN embarked on a new six-year cycle of 
funding with our tax credit partners through the 
PA DCED Neighborhood Partnership Program 
(NPP). A joyful event in Little Italy was held in 
May of 2023 with partner Highmark Health 
and their subsidiary United Concordia Dental. 
Together, we honored Bhutanese refugees Anil 
and Dirpa Pradhan, who graduated from the 
NPP-funded Genesis Home buying Program in 
2020. We are grateful for Highmark Health and 
United Concordia Dental, as well as Marquette 
Bank for their new, 6-year NPP commitment. And 
for our single-year, NAP partners as well, Erie 
Insurance and Northwest Bank.

Small Business Program LaunchSmall Business Program Launch

With the support of Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA), we launched a new program 
to provide capacity building and technical assistance to small businesses and entrepreneurs in our 
footprint. Small business development specialists, Paramount Pursuits, Inc., have served as a great 
partner to provide direct coaching to the eight businesses within our service area, including Enrique’s 
Southeast Mexican Taqueria and Tortilleria, who hosted the public announcement (below). A first in 
the community, this small business partnership program is offered in both English and Spanish.

Ford Friendship Van DonationFord Friendship Van Donation

Persistence pays off! In our eighth year of applying, SSJNN was selected by Erie Ford dealers to receive a 
new 2022 Ford Transit Van. Our staff and dedicated volunteers for our first 22 years have used their own 
personal vehicles for all kinds of essential activities to support the community gardens, soup kitchen, 
youth programming, and more. This is a wonderful step forward for the organization.

Youth Travel ClubYouth Travel Club

At the beginning of 2023, Youth Program Coordinator 
Connor Herron took advantage of our new van and launched 
SSJNN’s first youth travel club. Youth involved in any program 
were invited to join and it was an immediate success. Some 
of the first trips included the playground at Presque Isle, an 
educational workshop at Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier, and 
an art lesson at Erie Clay Space.

Keith Hardner, Harley Davidson of Erie, Ladies of Harley, Kevin Hart, Jean Heintzel, Naida Hernandez, Richard Hersey, Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, Bill 
& Becky Hilbert, Joe Hilbert & Christina Ohmer Hilbert, John & Nancy Hilbert, Martha Hilbert, Bev Hopkins, Matt & Jessie Hubert, Humes Chrysler Jeep Dodge 
Ram, Kathy Iarussi, Institute of Medical & Business Careers, Interstate Security, Inc., Michael Jarzynka, Thomas Kennedy, Cynthia Kirk-Carpenter, Daniel 
& Yasuko Klebes, Knights of St. John Building Association, Knights of Columbus OLMC, Denise Krainski, Howard & Joanne Kubinski, Lake Country Bikes, 
Estate of Mary T. Lampe, H. Jack Langer, Inc., Larry’s Central Market, LECOM Health, Joseph Legnasky, Frank & Julie Leonard, LIFE – NWPA, Loesel-Schaaf 
Insurance Agency, Inc., Rodney & Pamela Logan, Valerie Luckey, MacDonald Illig Attorneys, Ms. Edna Macerata, Maleno, Marquette Savings Bank, Mazzini 
Charitable Foundation, Marilyn McClellan, Gerard McEnery, Cathy McGinnis, Phyllis McGinnis-Willats, Ann M. McKean, Catherine R McMillin, Karen Miller, 
Ann Miller, Morrocco Realty, LLC, National Fuel Gas, Network for Good, Northwest Bank, Sister Margaret O’Brien, SSJ, Susan Ohmer, Cindi Olesky, Patricia 
Oscar, Susan Packard, Sister Colette Palmer, SSJ, Kristi Parsons, Delores Pasiecznik, Alfonso Pickens, PHB, Inc., PNC Bank, Marilyn Pol, Mark Prindle, Pro 
Waste Services, Inc., Red Hat Ladies, Marilyn Redenius, Jessica Reed, Gertrude Reichert, Mike Rensel, Ellen & Patrick Richards, Romolo Chocolates, Inc., 
Rotary Club of Erie, Martha & Samuel Ruggiero, Saint Mary’s Home of Erie, Wanda & Anthony Salvia, Joe & Anita Salvia, Carol & William Sanner, Rhonda & 
Joe Schember, Chris Schmitt,    Schwab Charitable, Marlene Scully, Loretta Seigley, Rita Serafini, Joseph Sette, Margaret & Patrick Shaunghnessy, Sisters of 
St Joseph of Northwestern PA, Brian Sivillo, Kent Sivillo, Slovak National Club, John Sobotincic, Society of Holy Trinity, St. Andrews Ladies Guild,           

Andrew Lincoln, Lisa Lopez, Marilyn LoSapio, Linda Lutterbaugh, Mary Stephany Theiss Lyons, Lucille M Strobel, Sheila Mack, David & Andrea Maille, 
Linda Major, Michael & Jean Malthaner, Jim & Mary Margaret Malue, Rich Markiewicz, Dale McBrier, Anna & Hugh McCartney, Virginia McDermott, Cathy 
McGinnis, Mary Alice McGinnis, Paula McGinnis, Dennis P. McGuire, Sheila McLaughlin, James & Kathleen Meko, Clemence Mershon, Judith Minichelli, 
Claudia Mosso, Tim & Lisa NeCastro, Donna L Nicholas, Barrie Nolan, Mark Nowak, Mary Ohmer, Cindi Olesky, Christine Opron, Vickie Pangratz, 
Stephanie & Richard Peterson, Lynette Petruska, Kris & John Petulla, Bruce C. Piker, Frank Pregler, Christine Prehoda, Chuck & Lisa Priestap, Debora 
Radder, R.M. Radomski, Michael & Anne Rahner, Jeanette Rapela, Marilyn Redenius, Kathy Reichert, Mary Rennie, Power Rentals, Ellen Richards, 
Jason & Jennifer Roeback, James & Janice Ronan, Melanie & Steve Ropski, Olivia F Rutkowski, Ravi & Shellie Sabherwal, Anthony Salvia, Lucia Salvia, 
Elena Salvia, Joseph & Anita Salvia, Roy Sambuchino, Raymond Sammartino, William & Susan Sapone, Lynda Sceiford, Robert Schenker, Bruce & Rose 
Scouten, Deb Seng, Emily Sertz, Harold Sheldon, Catherine Shimek, Sam & Carolyn Signorino, Florence Sinnott, Lucille Sitzler, Lauren & Brian Sivillo, 
Gary Smith, Gretchen Smith, James Stoik, Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, Dr. Benjamin & Atty. Colleen Stumpf, Katie Sullivan, Kathleen Sullivan, Sr. Moira 
Sullivan, SSJ, Ruth Swaney, Anne & Don Swift, Gregory Tellers, Daniel & Mary Ann Tempestini, Philip & Mary Temple, Sister Marie Timmons, SSJ, Ken 
& Cindy Tome, Marlene Trambley, Jennifer Tucker, Dave & Audrey Urban, Tammy Van Buren, Pat & Mike Visnosky, Kathleen Waller, Sr. Mary Ann White, 
SSJ, George & Cindy Willis, Julie Wilson, Joseph Zaczyk, MaryAnn Zarnick, Leonard Zawistowski, Jr. •  IN-KIND DONORS: Lynette Allanigue, 



Urban Agriculture InitiativesUrban Agriculture Initiatives

SSJNN received significant support from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for our urban 
agriculture projects to reduce food insecurity. Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding 
visited us to celebrate Urban Agriculture Week. Additionally, we were awarded a grant from 
the Pennsylvania Farm Bill to transform Namaste Garden to Anthony’s Garden to honor our 
beloved late youth worker Anthony Cortes.

Youth Work Experience Youth Work Experience 

For the season, 12 teens were hired to work 
in the community gardens, urban farm, and 
Little Italy Farmers Market. This includes 
extensive education about urban agriculture 
but also many other critical skills like 
maintenance, personal growth, and customer 
service, all taught and mentored by our 
outstanding garden coach volunteers.

Make Your Donations Go FurtherMake Your Donations Go Further
Did you know that many companies match donations made by their employees to SSJNN? Some 
local eligible companies include Erie Insurance, Wabtec, LORD, and Eriez. Contact Jennifer Kennedy, 
Donor Relations & Volunteer Coordinator, at 814-454-7814 x 206 or jkennedy@ssjnn.org to 
coordinate your matching gift. 

Financial AppealFinancial Appeal 
Grants, corporate contributions, private gifts from generous donors, in-kind donations, and volunteer 
hours help to stretch every dollar. We’ve struggled along-side our neighbors this year, with inflation 
causing expenses to outpace our income for the first time in years — even as individual needs have 
grown. Would you help us continue to provide the same level of service to our neighborhoods?

Total Income   Total Income   . .    $1,048,881.00

	     GRANTS ..................................   44.5%
     DONATIONS  ..........................   43.5%
     FUNDRAISING  ..........................  9.0%
     RENTAL INCOME  ......................  3.0%

Total Expense Total Expense .   .     $1,133,599.00

     PROGRAMS  ...........................   93.0%
     MANAGEMENT  ........................   5.0%
     FUNDRAISING  ............................2.0%

Christine Bowen, Karen & John Bozza, Irene & Ken Brasington, Richard & Victoria Brogdon, Cynthia Brown, Eric & Cheryl Brozell, Bob & Kathy Bruno, 
Elizabeth Bucarelli, Valeri Bukowski, Michelle Butler, Mary & Willis Cardot, John Carneval, Niken Carpenter, Jim & Heather Caspar, Sydney Cassidy, 
Gay Catania, Joy Catania, Linda & Greg Cermak, Amy Chaney, Schwab Charitable, Clark Electric of Erie, Inc., Jean Clemente, The Clerkin Family, 
Parker J. Colt, Rock Copeland, Frank & Shirley Czulewicz, Mr. & Mrs. David Davis, Renee Deau, Susan DePlatchett, Richard & Sally DiBacco, Raylene 
Dill, Ernest & Elizabeth DiSantis, Chuck & Nancy Donnelly, Steve & Susan Drabant, Sr. Mary Drexler, SSJ, Janice & Mike Durney, Natalie Dwyer Haller, 
Thomas H. Eckard, Eileen Engel, Bill & Cherri Engell, Jeff Evans Inv., Andrew & Dr. Ansley Falcon, Joan Fels, Sr. Andre Feulner, SSJ, David & Sandy 
Filippi, Sammy Fish, Ann & Gary Flick, Rebecca Flynn, Maryanne Fogleboch, Margaret Frank, SSJ, Theresa & Robert Fromknecht, Esther M. Gallagher, 
Gretchen Gallagher Durney, James & Dolores Garvey, Patricia George, Peter & Jane Gilewicz, Edward & Rita Goebel, Mark & Veronica Golden, Mary 
Griffin, Robert & Diane Guthrie, Colleen Hammon, Alana Handman, Brian Hennessy, Sr. Mary Herrmann, SSJ, Sr. Susan Herzing, SSJ, Christina & Joe 
Hilbert, Martha Hilbert, Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, Mary Hoffman, James Holland, Colleen Holmes, Barbara & Tom Hutzelman, Peep Brereton & Floyd Hyatt, 
Michele Inter, Lucy John, James L. & Shawna Jones, Edward & Rita Jones Trust, Nancy Jordan, Mary K Kalivoda, Jennifer Kennedy, Kathleen Kern, 
Charlene Kerr, Joseph Kloecker, Mark & Sharon Kresse, Peter & MaryBeth Kroemer, Barbara Kuhn, David & Kathleen Lastowski, Howard & Jane Levin, 

St. Patrick’s Church, Standard Pattern Works, Inc., Tobias Steinbaugh, Lindsay & Richard Steiner, Donald & Anne Swift, Philip & Mary Temple, Naomi 
Teperow, Sister Marie Timmons, SSJ, Michael Trott, Elizbeth Tucceri, United Way of Erie County, Wendy & Charles Weber, Wells Fargo Wells, West End 
Hardware, LLC, Deborah Whipple, Rena Wierbinski, S.M. Winterberger, Leonard Zawistowski, Jr. •  PA DCED NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
PARTNERS: (NAP) Erie Insurance, (NPP) Highmark Health, Marquette Savings Bank •  FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS: Benevity Fund, Erie Arts & Culture, 
Erie Community Foundation, The Bruce & K.D. Raimy Fund of the Erie Community Foundation, The Insurance Management Company/The Bloomstine Family 
Fund of the Erie Community Foundation, The Richard & Mary Ann McCormick Fund of the Erie Community Foundation, The Susan & Joe Cunningham Family 
Fund of the Erie Community Foundation, The Thomas L & Mary K. Quinn Family Fund of the Erie Community Foundation, The Walter Family Fund of the 
Erie Community Foundation, Erie Community Foundation: Working with Interns & Nonprofits of the ECF, Erie County, Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority 
(ECGRA), Erie County Health Department, Erie Insurance Giving Network, Mazzini Charitable Foundation, Inc., Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, PNC 
Bank, Rescare, Inc., The Frank & Elaine Marie Haas Charitable Fund at Schwab Charitable, Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation, SSJ M&MF 
Peter Lyons Award, The Blackbaud Giving Fund, Toyota of Erie, The Khera Sunshine Fund at Vanguard •  GIFTS MADE IN HONOR OF: In Honor of Betty 
Adams, SSJ by Carmela DiStefano; In Honor of Lora Caldwell by Linda R. Williams; In Honor of Ann & Gary Flick’s 41 Anniversary by Richard and Patricia 
Marshall, Marilyn G Rositer; In Honor of Joe Gallagher by Gretchen Gallagher Durney; In Honor of William Gocella by Sister Barbara Gocella; 

   Grants     Donations   Grants     Donations

    Programs    Programs



Thank You to Our Amazing Volunteers!Thank You to Our Amazing Volunteers!

Our volunteers bring our mission of revitalizing a 
neighborhood and empowering its people to life. Over 330 
volunteers served a total of 6,366 hours this year, exceeding 
our pre-pandemic numbers! We extend our appreciation 
to you for your time and effort to our organization, our 
neighbors, and our wider community. Interested in getting 
involved? Call Jennifer Kennedy at 814-454-7814 or sign up 
at www.ssjnn.org/volunteer.

Peace Be With You, Lora and Margarita - and Congratulations!Peace Be With You, Lora and Margarita - and Congratulations!

After a combined 17 years of tireless service to making a lasting difference in our neighborhoods, Lora 
Caldwell and Margarita Dangel both retired in 2023. Their heart, compassion, and zeal for SSJNN’s 
neighbors, volunteers, donors, and more cannot be commended enough and they are dearly missed. 
Join us in wishing them peace and loving kindness in their forward journey!

Lora CaldwellLora Caldwell

In Honor of Robert and Mary Alice Haibach by Focus CFO Group, LLC, Alice Pasiecznik, St. Vincent’s Hospital; In Honor of the Hilbert Wedding 
by Lisa & Fred Gillespie; In Honor of Sister Phyllis Hilbert by Mary Therese Dinga; In Honor of Sister Phyllis Hilbert and Midge Klebes by William 
and Rebecca Hilbert, Jr.; In Honor of Sister Catherine Manning by Carl & Patricia Longnecker; In Honor of the Pedano, Ferrare, Roberts & Romeo 
Families by Charles and Donna Roberts; In Honor of our Employees and Customers by Reddog Industries; In Honor of Joe and Anita Salvia by 
Jennifer Rautine; Naomi Teperow; In Honor of Sister Carol Wilcox, SSJ & Sister Mary Herrmann, SSJ by Power Rentals  •  MEMORIAL GIFTS: 
In Memory of Frank Adiutori by Frank Adiutori; In Memory of Helmut S. Bamberger by “His Blue Storm Girls”; In Memory of Theresa Marino 
Baniszewski by Sunil & Debby Raina; In Memory of Joyce Rinderle Buseck by Kathleen Buseck; In Memory of Julie Cicero by Gretchen Gallagher 
Durney; In Memory of Gerold Coldsmith by Delores Pasiecznik; In Memory of Mark DiVecchio by Filippi Law, PC, Harborcreek Youth Services, 
Luther & Constance Manus, Jr., Virginia McDermott, Luigi & Sue Ellen Pasquale, Mary Presogna, Roger & Nedra Richards, Michae Rubino, David & 
Dawn Tofel; In Memory of Rogert Dragan by Lisa Bolte, In Memory of Bob Ferringer by Anonymous, In Memory of James E & Maxine R Fromknecht 
by Robert & Theresa Fromknecht; In Memory of Robert Haibach by Kathleen Croft; In Memory of Bill Hilbert, Sr by Mary Stephany Theiss Lyons; 
In Memory of Carmela Leone by Anna Marie Faraglia; In Memory of Larry Lewis by Rebecca & James Flynn; In Memory of Stan Lutz by Gretchen 
Gallagher Durney; In Memory of Phyllis MacKenzie by Karen & James Bomba, Michael Guyton, James & Barbara Kruszewski, Mary C Kruszewski, 
Mary Ann & Thomas Lubiejewski, Patricia Schnaekel, Amy & Rosie Snalinski; In Memory of Norb Malthaner by Rebecca & James Flynn, Maureen 
Haraczy; In Memory of Anthony Manendo by Christine & Terry Scutella; In Memory of Donna McCormick by Eugenia Arnett Revak, St. James 
Catholic Church, James & Joann Rupp; In Memory of Odessa Meredith by Carol Troop; In Memory of Pamela Mozdy Allen by Frank Mozdy; 
In Memory of Tom Munawski by Slovak National Club; In Memory of Kathleen Pomorski by The Anton Family, Doris Cipolla, Donna M Geiger, 
Robert & Karen Geiger, John & Pamela Kane; In Memory of Frank Riley, Sr by Christina & Gerald Campbell, Wendy & Charles Weber; In Memory of 
Frank Scozzie by MaryAnne & William Fogleboch; In Memory of Sarah Selleny by Gretchen Gallagher Durney; In Memory of Ric Sheasley by Doris 
Allen, Pamela Jewell, Wendy Ormond, Mary Beth White; In Memory of Darnell Stallworth Jr by Anonymous; In Memory of Frank Strobel by Janet & 
John Gambatese; In Memory of Jeanne Torrance by Jane & Michael Chase, Chris & Tony Pol; In Memory of Joyce Washburn by Louis & Kathleen 
Cioccio, Perry Mill, Inc.; In Memory of Sister Carol Wilcox, SSJ by Judith Minichelli •  #iGiveCatholic DONORS: Nancy Andersen, Anonymous (2), 
Virginia Bello, Gretchen Gallagher Durney, Christine Prehoda, Brian Sivillo •  ERIE GIVES DONORS: Mariam Abdel-Malek, Mary Anne Albaugh, Jay 
& Ruth Alberstadt, Linda Allen, Elizabeth Allen, Lisa Scibetta & Allen Allen, Nancy Andersen, Anonymous (17), Mary Anne Ashworth, Pete & Amanda 
Austin, Jeannette Barczynski, the Barrett Family, Barbara Bauda, Lisa Baumgardner, Sr. Clare Marie Beichner SSJ, Margaret Benson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Daniel Bensur, Jason Porreco & Bianchi Honda, Cynthia Billisits, Tom & Sue Blecki, Linda Bliley, Diane Bloom, American Hollow Boring Company, 

Margarita DangelMargarita Dangel




